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Peter Abelard, Heloise: The Lettersof Abelard and Heloise (Penguin Classics) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Letters of Abelard and Heloise (Penguin Classics):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Two livesBy Pictomaniaclt takes some time to understand the
significance of the eventsin the lives of these two people. | read this as part of a coursein Medieval History asa
primary source. The castration of Peter is considered a major turning point in Medieval history.Thisis such aclassic.
The contrast between the cultural norms of the day and their behavior informs us of just how different our society is


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140448993

from theirs.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Not All Theologians Are BoringBy R A HillThe Letters
of Abelard and Heloise is an intense read. It is no doubt true that the staying power of these writingsis owing to the
soap-opera-like lives of its authors as well as the poetic and romantic language. This collection brings together
Abelard's biography written to afriend, "The History of My Own Misfortunes" in which he divulges from beginning
to end, al the drama surrounding his rise from philosophy student to a sort of Scholastic celebrity in Paris. The other
part of this book is taken up by the personal letters between Abelard and Heloise, from which the reader discovers
much about the relationship of a monk and nun who had a romance outdoing anything Shakespeare could have
dreamed up for Romeo and Juliet. Their relationship became more formal for Abelard following his radical nighttime
castration by Heloise's father. Heloise displays the passion with which she continues to love Abelard even though she
joinsaconvent at his behest. Abelard's tone changesin his personal letters from what it wasin his "History," yet
Heloise never changes hers. Sheremainsin love with him and letsit show in each letter to him. He takes on the role of
aspiritual leader and writes to her instructions and answers to her questions, but he does not keep up with the romantic
language as Heloise does. The value in this type of book, when the texts themselves are available for free download on
the internet, is the trandlation, introduction and notes provided on the historical situation which alow the reader to
enjoy it more fully. The trandation and introduction done by the late Betty Radice in 1974, who succeedsin
humanizing these two long dead authors so that their writings move the reader to an emotional reaction. The updated
introduction added by M. T. Clanchy provides a clear look at what scholarship has done with Abelard and Heloise
since Radice's book was first published. Her translation aids the reader's enjoyment because it contemporizes the
language. The internet versions available are trand ated archaically due to the fact that those texts are in the public
domain and therefore prior to about 1926, which makesit a slower read. Thisisnot abook of theology, though
Abelard was arguably the greatest theologian of the Middle Ages, but of real romance despite the star-crossed lovers
ill fated lives.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The love lettersBy CustomerWhat can | say?? They
shared atrue love that is the stuff that legends are made of .. | feel privelliged to have read the letters and am so glad
that they survived.. Abelard's rejection of Heloise for the sake of her soul isreally touching asis her reaching out to
him not willing to let the memories of their time together go.. | giveit afiveand it'sall for them.. Heres hoping they
found each other in Heaven and have the eternity together that was denied them in life..

One of the world's most celebrated and tragic love affairsThrough the letters between Abelard and Heloise, we follow
the path of their 12th-century romance, from its reckless and ecstatic beginnings when Heloise became Abelard's
pupil, through the suffering of public scandal and enforced secret marriage, to their eventual separation.For more than
seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more
than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by
distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date trand ations by award-winning translators.

.com Abelard and Heloise are nearly as famous a pair of tragic lovers as the fictional Romeo and Juliet; their shared
passion for knowledge, religious faith, and one another sealed their destiny. Abelard was a well-respected, 12th-
century Parisian scholar and teacher, and Heloise was his talented young student. The two relate their story through a
set of |etters to one another and intimate acquaintances. Their ardor is unmistakable; as Abelard writesto hislove, "So
intense were the fires of lust which bound me to you that | set those wretched, obscene pleasures, which we blush even
to name, above God as above myself..." Thisforbidden lust resulted in a pregnancy and secret marriage, and when
their union could no longer withstand the challenges in its path, each lover sought refuge in the church--Abelard
became a monk and Heloise an abbess. Their correspondence continued as both achieved successin their new careers
but continued to struggle with their feelings for one another; the set of letters powerfully articul ates the wide range of
emotions they experienced. So timelessis their love story that--after eight centuries--their passion, their devotion, and
their struggle still resonate with readers.Language NotesText: English, Latin (trandation)About the AuthorPeter
Abelard was a French philosopher and the greatest logician of the 12th century. He taught in Paris, where Heloise was
his pupil. After the tragic end of their marriage, she became a nun and he amonk. Betty Radice was the editor of the
Penguin Classics during the 1960s and 70s and an acclaimed translator from Latin, Greek Italian. Michael Clanchy
researches at the Institute of Historical Research UCL and the Warburg Institute.



