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Yitzhak Buxbaum : The Life and Teachings of Hillel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Life and Teachings of Hillel: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. but it is a really interesting approach to Rabbi Hillel and it is divided 
into short chapters which are nice because you can kinBy Lane DaveyI am still reading, but it is a really interesting 
approach to Rabbi Hillel and it is divided into short chapters which are nice because you can kind of chew on a little 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1568210493


bit of Hillels words and bio each day and really let it sink in.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Fair and 
worth the readBy Normal guyExcellent look into 2nd temple period teachings. The author does good job of filtering 
out the mysticism and legends of Hillel0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Leonardo 
LevinasIt complies to illuminate the world.

The Life and Teachings of Hillel provides the most comprehensive treatment ever published of one of the greatest 
figures in Jewish tradition. Yitzhak Buxbaum weaves together the various stories about Hillel along with his teachings 
and sayings to develop this ground-breaking portrait, shedding new light on Hillel's illustrious career, fascinating life, 
and profound teachings. Hillel is one of the most important and popular of the talmudic sages, yet he is mostly known 
only in the context of two or three popular stories told about him. Such stories as teaching the "Golden Rule" of Torah 
"while standing on one foot," and his saying, "If I am not for myself, who will be for me, and if I am for myself alone, 
who am I," have eclipsed a more complete view of Hillel's influence and significance. In the rabbinic tradition, there is 
much debate between the teachings of the school of Hillel and that of his contemporary, Shammai. Hillel is often seen 
as the more tolerant, softer teacher, with his teachings representing what we consider "normative" Judaism. Often, the 
traditions passed down to modern times are a result of the rabbis' reconciliation of the two schools, so that Hillel's pure 
teachings have been lost. The Life and Teachings of Hillel separates out Hillel's teachings and looks at them 
independently of Shammai's. Studied on their own, it becomes evident that Hillel was actually much more radical and 
"hasidic" than is commonly thought. While he is known for representing the gentler, more loving side of Judaism, in 
this work his pious radicalism is also apparent. Readers will be charmed and fascinated by Hillel's fiery gentleness. 
The Life and Teachings of Hillel offers new information about a radiant religious figure, and it also recovers a side of 
Jewish tradition that has been lost to most people.

Yitzhak Buxbaum's book is a comprehensive study of the quotations and comments found in rabbinic literature about 
Hillel, who is probably the best known of the ancient sages. In an era of growing religious extremism, Hillel's 
liberalism in interpreting the halacha could perhaps serve as a beacon to modern-day rabbis to follow in his pious and 
liberal footsteps.... (Jerusalem Post)Hillel, the oft-quoted sage who lived sometime between the second quarter of the 
last century B.C.E. and 10 C.E., is captured from all perspectives through his teachings. Some biographical details 
emerge, but the emphasis is on his gentle personality which suffused his teachings. It is this aspect which the author 
finds to be so attractive to contemporary Jews. Sample chapter titles are: Charity and Peace; Hillel and Herod; The 
Humble Man; Hillel's Teaching Style. The book ably demonstrates why Hillel's teachings were so influential and are 
still so popular. (Jewish Book World)The extraordinary nature of Hillel comes to life in the pages of this book. A long 
needed spiritual biography of one of the greatest talmudic teachers and religious figures is presented to us in a clear 
and inspiring fashion. (Rabbi Michael Strassfeld)The Life and Teachings of Hillel is a treasure of information relating 
to all aspects of Jewish life. It is well researched and very well documented. The book brings to life an entire historical 
period with its giant leaders. It is amazing how much of Hillel's teachings are still applicable in modern times. Any 
adult Jewish book collection will benefit from the addition of this volume. It is a joy to read! (Association Of Jewish 
Libraries)Yitzhak Buxbaum's book is a comprehensive study of the quotations and comments found in rabbinic 
literature about Hillel, who is probably the best known of the ancient sages. In an era of growing religious extremism, 
Hillel's liberalism in interpreting the halacha could perhaps serve as a beacon to modern-day rabbis to follow in his 
pious and liberal footsteps. (Jerusalem Post)From the Back CoverThe Life and Teachings of Hillel provides the most 
comprehensive treatment ever published of one of the greatest figures in Jewish tradition. Yitzhak Buxbaum weaves 
together the various stories about Hillel along with his teachings and sayings to develop this ground-breaking portrait, 
shedding new light on Hillel's illustrious career, fascinating life, and profound teachings. Hillel is one of the most 
important and popular of the talmudic sages, yet he is mostly known only in the context of two or three popular stories 
told about him. Such stories as teaching the "Golden Rule" of Torah "while standing on one foot", and his saying, "If I 
am not for myself, who will be for me, and if I am for myself alone, who am I", have eclipsed a more complete view 
of Hillel's influence and significance. In the rabbinic tradition, there is much debate between the teachings of the 
school of Hillel and that of his contemporary, Shammai. Hillel is often seen as the more tolerant, softer teacher, with 
his teachings representing what we consider "normative" Judaism. Often, the traditions passed down to modern times 
are a result of the rabbis' reconciliation of the two schools, so that Hillel's pure teachings have been lost. The Life and 
Teachings of Hillel separates out Hillel's teachings and looks at them independently of Shammai's. Studied on their 
own, it becomes evident that Hillel was actually much more radical and "hasidic" than is commonly thought. While he 
is known for representing the gentler, more loving side of Judaism, in this work his pious radicalism is also apparent. 
Readers will be charmed and fascinated by Hillel's fiery gentleness. Although The Life and Teachings of Hillel is not 
abiography, it creates a spiritual profile of the great sage. It offers new information about a radiant religious figure, and 
it also recovers a side of Jewish tradition that has been lost to most people.About the AuthorYitzhak Buxbaum is a 
maggid, a Jewish inspirational speaker and storyteller, and directs a program to train people to be maggidim. He is the 
author of ten books, including Jewish Spiritual Practices and The Light and Fire of the Baal Shem Tov. Maggid 



Buxbaum has a website, "The Jewish Spirit Online," at www.jewishspirit.com. He lives in Brooklyn, New York. 


