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Larry R. Helyer : TheLifeand Witness of Peter before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Life and Witness of Peter:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An intense study not for the faint at heartBy bpsWhile the author has
obviously conducted a great deal of research, the book comes across as more of a PhD thesis. While full of
information, it is not an easy read and should only be attempted by those seeking serious and scholarly pursuits. The
addition of questions at the end of each chapter lends the book to Bible study groups. However, be ready for an intense
scholarly discussion.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. which | highly recommend, this volume caught


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0830839828

my eyeBy EdAfter finishing Helyer's "The Witness of Jesus, Paul, and John', which | highly recommend, this volume
caught my eye. | was not disappointed. Helyer presents a strong historical background for Peter the man and Apostle.
Perhaps because there is less for ‘'modern critics' to analyze, thereis less of the 'Experts now agree that Paul wrote X,
Y and Z, but probably didn't write A, B and C', so to speak. | don't put alot of stock in ‘'modern critics. What the book
doesis give the reader a serious background in Peter, hiswork in the early church, his epistles and illuminates much of
Mark's narrative. There are other books and certainly other authors plumbing the depths of Peter. But thisis a good
choice to add to your personal library. Recommended.O of O people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy
Nancy Savenkogood quality well constructed

Who was Peter and what was his true stature in the early church? For Protestants at least, Peter seems caught between
two caricatures: the rustic fisherman of Galilee and the author of two lesser New Testament letters. And in both cases
he is overshadowed by Paul. In The Life and Witness of Peter, Larry Helyer seeks to reinstate this neglected and
underestimated apostle to hisrightful stature as an early Christian leader and faithful witness to Christ. Reconstructing
Peter'slife, theology and legacy from evidencein 1 and 2 Peter, the Gospels, Acts, Paul's letters, and texts from the
early church, Helyer renders a great service for students of the New Testament. We are introduced to Peter the
eyewitness who stands behind much of Mark's Gospel, Peter the preacher who lends deep credihility to the account of
Acts, and Peter the letter-writer whose words glow with spiritual intelligence. Along the way we are rewarded with a
careful analysis of prominent theological themesin Peter's letters. And we learn much about the traditions, legends and
legacy of Peter in the post-apostolic era

"This book fills a neglected area of study in NT theology. . . . The Life and Witness of Peter is one of a number of
recent publications on the apostle and his epistles and helps to demonstrate a renewed interest in the Petrine writings,
particularly in regard to ecumenical studies. The style of writing is simple and accessible to lay people and studentsin
biblical studies. . . . Thisbook has the advantage of bringing together all references to Peter in the NT. The author's
commanding knowledge of intertestamental literature, as presented in Exploring Jewish Literature of the Second
Temple Period, also helpsto set the context of first-century Christianity and challenging passages in the Petrine
epistles.” (Denis Fortin, Seminary Studies, Autumn 2013)"Perhaps the primary significance of Helyer's work isthe
roleit playsin the contemporary renewal of interest in the person and theology of Peter, the Rock." (Gene L. Green,
Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, December 2013)"The Life and Witness of Peter would be one of the
first books | would recommend for students, pastors, and others interested in the life and legacy of the Apostle Peter. It
is thoroughly readable, refreshingly conservative, and written by a brother whose interpretive posture has been
benefited by the word heishandling. . . . Helyer is clearly amost able scholar and teacher, and while this book is
accessible to al, it does not avoid the tough questions. He manages throughout the book to simply, but not
simplistically, explain and suggest sensible solutions to the whole range of complex issues that surround the topics
under discussion in the Gospels, Acts, Epistles, and Petrine Epistles most specifically. As an introduction to Peter, it is
deceptively perceptive and will enrich students and scholars alike." (David K. Burge, Themelios 38, Issue 2, August
2013)"Written out of the VP Academic stable, you expect this to be a scholarly work and it does not disappoint. . . .
Like afamous painting which you think you know well, thisis a book which forces you to go back to the original
picture and see for yourself. It's not easy to make an overly academic treatment flow well on the page. Our author pulls
it off in amasterly way. But you must be the judge of that." (Peter Baker, Evangelicals Now, June 2013)"Larry
Helyer's thorough survey of Peter as disciple, church leader and pastoral theologian offers fresh perspective on many
familiar New Testament passages. It also serves as areliable guide into some of the less known territory found in the
Petrine epistles. Helyer's faithful Bible exposition is enhanced by his knowledge of ancient Jewish, Greco-Roman and
early Christian literature. He has produced a study that is both informative and rich in practical application.” (Timothy
Wiarda, professor of New Testament studies, Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary)" Seasoned biblical scholar
Larry Helyer has produced awide-ranging, synthetic and theologically rich exploration of Petrine themesin the New
Testament and the early church. Written from a standpoint of faith and commitment, and with a clear desire to hear the
texts, thisbook is at once informative and edifying." (Donald A. Hagner, George Eldon Ladd Professor Emeritus of
New Testament, Fuller Theological Seminary)"Larry Helyer's book on the life and theology of Peter fills a recognized
gap in scholarship. Under one cover we are treated to the story of Peter in the New Testament and accounts about
Peter in postcanonical documents. In addition, Helyer's study of the theology of Peter is both scholarly and accessible
to readers, showing that he is concerned about the message of Peter for today's reader. Helyer's scholarship, fairness
and devotion to the message of Peter all shine through in thisvolume." (Thomas R. Schreiner, James Buchanan
Harrison Professor of New Testament Interpretation, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary)"We have long
needed afull treatment of Peter in the Gospels, Actsand in 1 and 2 Peter that includes alook at his theology and issues
of introduction. The Life and Witness of Peter fills that need very nicely. Read and learn much about this key disciple
and his contribution to the church." (Darrell L. Bock, executive director of cultural engagement, Center for Christian

L eadership, senior research professor of New Testament studies, Dallas Theological Seminary)"For many lay readers



aswell as ministers who desire to immerse themselves in an evangelical canonical reading of the apostle Peter,
Helyer's offering will be a'just right' introduction to that fascinating figure." (Dalen C. Jackson, and Expositor, Spring
2015)"Helyer adeptly navigates the text to glean insights on the most significant themes and ideas, while his awareness
of the exegetical alternativesis apparent, and he is genuinely charitable toward dissenting opinions. Those who share
the author's presuppositions will likely find a great deal of useful and edifying material concerning Peter's theology,
and thisis precisely where the book's greatest strength lies." (Timothy P. Henderson, The of Biblical Literature,
August 2013)About the AuthorFor twenty nine years Larry R. Helyer was professor of biblical studiesat Taylor
University in Upland, Indiana. Now retired, he continues to write on theological topics and serve as an adjunct
professor in the United States and abroad. He is the author of Exploring Jewish Literature of the Second Temple
Period.



