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Kenneth Bagnell : The Little Immigrants: The Orphans Who Came to Canada  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Little Immigrants: The Orphans Who Came to 
Canada: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. How Could We Have Never Heard of This?By NancyinTexasI was 
spellbound from first word to last. I'd just seen a t.v. documentary on the English children shipped to Australia so I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1550023705


Googled to find a book on it when I found this one - of English children who had been shipped to Canada.....thousands 
of them.What the author did brilliantly was paint effective portraits of both sides. From the government's side, they 
were doing their best to improve the lives of street children and those from impoverished families. But from the 
children's side, they faced such agony and emotional strife from being swept away from any family they did know and 
into a life which for some was tantamount toslavery considering what was expected of them.I hope everyone reads this 
and becomes as engaged in it as I did. It is thought provoking and eye-opening.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. A Lost GenerationBy CustomerAlthough I knew about migration of children sent to Canada (my 
husband's two uncles were "Bernardo boys" early 1900's. One ran away and made it back to England; the other lived 
out his life in Canada; later married and had 11 children.) I had no real understanding of the numbers and scope of the 
migration. The book held my interest throughout, and the revelation of what all those innocent children suffered is 
heart rending. It is part of our North American history and gave me an understanding of a period I knew little about.4 
of 4 people found the following review helpful. "Little Immigrants," an important yet neglected story of the UK Child 
Migrants sent to Canada 1830 to 1947.By Roddy MackayIt is well-written and a factual account of the abuse that was 
suffered by far too many of the children migrants sent to Canada from Britain.I can recommend Kenneth Bagnell's 
book from personal experience as I happen to be one those child migrants who were sent to Canada in 1941. Australia, 
South Africa and New Zealand being members of the British Commonwealth also received several thousand of these 
homeless children. The largest group (over 100,000 British child migrants)were sent to Canada. In recent years, both 
the UK and Australian governments have apologized for their unforgivable failure to provide protection of these 
young defenceless children. While thousands of Canadians are direct descendants of these former child migrants, 
Canada has yet to acknowledge their culpability in their failures as cited in this tale of Dickensian pathos.

The Little Immigrants is a tale of compassion and courage and a vivid account of a deep and moving part of Canadian 
heritage. In the early years after Confederation, the rising nation needed workers that could take advantage of the 
abundant resources. Until the time of the Depression, 100,000 impoverished children from the British Isles were sent 
overseas by well-meaning philanthropists to solve the colony's farm-labour shortage. They were known as the "home 
children," and they were lonely and frightened youngsters to whom a new life in Canada meant only hardship and 
abuse. This is an extraordinary but almost forgotten odyssey that the Calgary Herald has called, "One of the finest 
pieces of Canadian social history ever to be written." Kenneth Bagnell tells "an affecting tale of Dickensian pathos" 
(Vancouver Sun) that is "excellent ... well organized, logical, clearly written, [and] suspenseful" (The Edmonton 
Journal).

The Little Immigrants is a tale of compassion and courage and a vivid account of a deep and moving part of Canadian 
heritage. In the early years after Confederation, the rising nation needed workers that could take advantage of the 
abundant resources. Until the time of the Depression, 100,000 impoverished children from the British Isles were sent 
overseas by well-meaning philanthropists to solve the colony's farm-labour shortage. They were known as the "home 
children," and they were lonely and frightened youngsters to whom a new life in Canada meant only hardship and 
abuse. This is an extraordinary but almost forgotten odyssey that the Calgary Herald has called, "One of the finest 
pieces of Canadian social history ever to be written." Kenneth Bagnell tells "an affecting tale of Dickensian pathos" 
(Vancouver Sun) that is "excellent ... well organized, logical, clearly written, [and] suspenseful" (The Edmonton 
Journal).From the Inside FlapThe story of the 100,000 impoverished children who travelled from the British Isles to 
Canada to solve the farm labour shortage.About the AuthorKenneth Bagnell grew up in Nova Scotia and moved to 
Toronto in the sixties to pursue a career in journalism. He has worked with the Toronto Star, the Globe and Mail, and 
has received various awards for magazine writing and editing. He is also a renowned public speaker. 


