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Thomas Fleming : The Louisiana Purchase (Turning Pointsin History) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Louisiana Purchase (Turning Points in History):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Book That Keeps On GivingBy terryThis book provides what
good history is supposed to provide, relevance beyond its epoch. It does this subtly, because, although you would think
it anarrow subject, it covers multiple years and multiple events affecting multiple characters. Thus, with that much
narrative, human nature in the broadest senseis revealed as timeless in application.One topic, The Haitian Slave
Revolt, related well to the "Civil War" fought 60 years after the Purchase. The Haitian Slave Revolt (Santo Domingo),
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must have hardened the U. S. slaveholders.Another, the Federalist revolt against Jefferson, including potential New
England Secession, makes the future Abolitionists motives and sincerity morally suspect. Lincoln's cabinet of rivals
was of a DNA that itself was sympathetic to Secession, just not of the Southern Kind.Today, we are propagandized in
continuum as to the need for bipartisanship. Implied within is how partisan conflict is aberrant. But, apparently our
national infanthood was partisan to the point of high level dueling. Alexander Hamilton was bitterly partisan. His
demise in aduel leaves counter factuals amajor sport. What if ?His killer, Burr, Jefferson's Vice-President,
demonstrates there was even serious intra-party fanaticism. How close we might have been to a Western Confederacy
we just can't know. Burr was a serious, but suspect, instigator, in part because of his unpopularity after the Hamilton
incident. In a sense, we learn that there were multiple wounds suffered in the duel. But partisanship escaped without a
scratch.| really enjoyed this book. | recommend it to anyone interested in U.S. History. There is much to ponder
concerning the Louisiana Purchase. Y es, Jefferson deserves credit for staying the course, avoiding war. But much
credit goes to the mosquitoes, the carriers of the Y ellow Fever that weakened Napoleon's bargaining position, and to
the Brits for focusing "Himself" on Continental conquest. We learn that The Louisiana Purchase was a close run thing,
even after it was purchased.One last comment is that the author implicitly begs one to read more about Lewis and
Clark. Buy the book, for it is an abundance of contemplation.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. A
timely history for the coming 200Th Anniversary of the Louisiana PurchaseBy Grover SmithThe Louisiana Purchase
the great achievement of Jefferson's presidency . A miracle of diplomacy , we borrow money from An English bank
which was just involved in financing the British military efforts to keep American colonies part of their empire, and
whom we would shortly to go to war with again , to buy the rights to an vast area of land from a country that we are
involved in aquas war with. This book is a short but very informative and fast moving book covering many of the
reasons for the purchase and the motives of the sellers. It islike Dragnet TV seriesfast entertaining while giving the
factsjust the facts something modern historians often ignore. Hooray for The Louisiana Purchase. Timely aswe are
approaching the 200Th anniversary of the leap forward in manifest destiny. Thisis a great companion book to "The
Battle of New Orleans' by Remini. Thisis an exciting part of the miraculous growth of the American Republic .0 of O
people found the following review helpful. Fascinating ReadBy Jeffery L. SchatzerWell written account. Fleming
takes the reader inside the meandering negotiations and high flying egos surrounding the L ouisiana Purchase and
acquisition of Florida by the fledgling U.S. Government.

From The Louisiana PurchaselLike many other major eventsin world history, the Louisiana Purchase is a fascinating
mix of destiny and individual energy and creativity. . . . Thomas Jefferson would have been less than human had he
not claimed a mgjor share of the credit. In aprivate letter . . . the president, reviving a favorite metaphor, said he
""very early saw"" Louisianawas a""speck™" that could turn into a""tornado."" He added that the public never knew
how near ""this catastrophe was."" But he decided to calm the hotheads of the west and ""endure"" Napoleon's
aggression, betting that awar with England would force Bonaparte to sell. This policy ""saved us from the storm.
Omitted almost entirely from this account is the melodrama of the purchase, so crowded with ""what ifs"" that might
have changed the outcome-and the history of the world.The reports of the Lewis and Clark expedition . . . electrified
the nation with their descriptions of aregion of broad rivers and rich soil, of immense herds of buffalo and other game,
of grassy prairies seemingly asillimitable as the ocean. . . . From the L ouisiana Purchase would come, in future
decades, the states of Arkansas, Missouri, lowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, and large portions of what is now North
Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Minnesota, Colorado, and Louisiana. For the immediate future, the purchase, by
doubling the size of the United States, transformed it from a minor to a major world power. The embol dened
Americans soon absorbed West and East Florida and fought mighty England to a bloody stalemate in the War of 1812.
L ooking westward, the orators of the 1840s who preached the ""Manifest Destiny"" of the United States to preside
from sea to shining sea based their oratorical logic on the Louisiana Purchase. TURNING POINTS features preeminent
writers offering fresh, personal perspectives on the defining events of our time.

From Publishers WeeklyMost high school students ought to remember learning alittle something about the Louisiana
Purchase, but this pivotal event in American history hasrarely received sustained attention until this year, the event's
bicentennial. Noted historian Fleming's brief study, an entry in Wiley's Turning Points series, presents an overstuffed
look at the machinations that prompted Napoleon, famous for his conquests and colonial aspirations, to sell this vast
piece of land for $15 million. Fleming's account highlights the importance of two leaders, Thomas Jefferson and
Napoleon, along with their closest advisers, but the most memorable figures are the handful of diplomatic negotiators
working behind the scenes, like Robert Livingston, the ambassador to France who originated the idea of buying the
Louisianaterritory, thereby easing the threat of war between the U.S. and France. The narrative weavesin several key
events on both sides of the Atlantic, including the rampant yellow fever in Santo Domingo that substantially delayed
and weakened Napoleon's troops, volatile conversations between Jefferson and his cabinet about whether the purchase
required an amendment to the Constitution and Napoleon's near retraction of the sale. The story carries a surprising
amount of drama, though Fleming (Liberty! The American Revolution) does little to play thisup. His narrative is



straightforward but cluttered with detail, showing more breadth than depth, and isintently focused on the "mix of
destiny and individual energy and creativity" that supported one of the world's great diplomatic triumphs.Copyright
2003 Reed Business |nformation, Inc.From BooklistFleming needs no introduction to history buffs, and in this concise
new history of the Louisiana Purchase, the latest entry in Wiley's Turning Points series, he offers atreasury of
forgotten details and new insights about this landmark deal that doubled the size of the country and opened the way to
expansion west of the Mississippi. Conventional high-school civics classes traditionally presented a foresighted
Thomas Jefferson driving a hard bargain to grab the new territories from the French for pennies on the dollar. Instead,
Fleming reveals aless than glorious Jefferson, sending signals to Napoleon that we wouldn't mind at al if the French
overthrew the black hero of Santo Domingo, Toussaint L'Ouverture. Fleming's presentation is compelling evenin its
brevity, thanksin large part to his capsule descriptions of the colorful cast of characters--not the least of which was the
French foreign minister, Talleyrand, and the American envoy to Paris, Robert Livingston. An informative addition to
the literature of this period. Allen WeaklandCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved *
""...competently written and sure footed..."" (Times Literary Supplement, February 2004)Most high school students
ought to remember learning alittle something about the L ouisiana Purchase, but his pivotal event in American history
has rarely received sustained attention until this year, the event's bicentennial. Noted historian Fleming's brief study,
an entry in Wiley's Turning Points series, presents an overstuffed look at the machinations that prompted Napoleon,
famous for his conquests and colonial aspirations, to sell this vast piece of land for $15 million. Fleming's account
highlights the importance of two leaders, Thomas Jefferson and Napoleon, along with their closest advisers, but the
most memorable figures are the handful of diplomatic negotiators working behind the scenes, life Robert Livingston,
the ambassador to France who originated the idea of buying the Louisianaterritory, therefore by easing the threat of
war between the U. S. and France. The narrative weaves in several key events on both sides of the Atlantic, including
the rampant yellow fever in Santo Domingo and substantially delayed and weakened Napoleon's troops, volatile
conversations between Jefferson and his cabinet about whether the purchase required an amendment to the
Constitution and Napoleon's near retraction of the sale. The story carries a surprising amount of drama, though
Fleming (Liberty! The American Revolution) does little to play this up. His narrative is straightforward but cluttered
with detail, showing more breadth than depth, and is intently focused on the ""mix of destiny and individual energy
and creativity"" that supported one of the world's great diplomatic triumphs. (July 11)Forecast: This could do well ina
bicentennial display with John Kukla's A Wilderness So Immense and Charles Cerami's Jefferson's Great Gamble,
which offer fuller accounts of the purchase (Publishers Weekly, May 26, 2003)""...there should be more books like
this: concise, tightly argued, clearly written..."" (Sunday Times, 31 August 2003)



