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J. H. Patterson : The Man-Eaters Of Tsavo  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Man-Eaters Of Tsavo: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Charming book about an Africa that doesn't exist anymoreBy Caitlin 
WoodsThis book has all the charm and grace that it should. While he is most indeed a hunter it is written in such way 
that you can't be angry about it. The writer is very detailed about his adventures and they're a wonderful read. He's 
smart charming and funny I laughed a few times he also writes about all the different tribes he mets and that alone is 
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worth reading. I highly recommend this book to anyone who likes English books and anyone who wants to learn more 
about the history of Africa.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Entertaining, in spite of the larger context 
of the pillaging of Africa...By Charles E. HiltonA well-written, easy read, without the usual stuffy, pretentious 
overstated prose characteristic of the period in which it was written. Very enjoyable. And the story goes well beyond 
the Tsavo incident, into the constructing of his bridges and his trophy-hunting. Even the insanity of killing everything 
in sight---while pillaging Africa---was made tolerable reading by the author. Over all, a revealing glimpse into the 
mind of a Victorian "English gentleman" hunter---which should give any sane person pause, and thank the gods that 
the only "proper Englishmen" are now just figureheads. I hope.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Rousing adventure in Victorian East Africa!By CustomerColonel Patterson's first hand account of dealing with the 
Maneating Lions of Tsavo is riveting reading indeed! Also entertaining is his description of conditions and happenings 
along the trackway and his interactions with workers and natives alike. While the actual settling of the lions makes for 
the highlight of the book, Colonel Patterson's handling of the mutiny of the workers and their conspiracy to murder 
him is capital reading. Colonel Patterson was a very brave man who never flinched from what he saw as his duty and 
you will be glad to have gotten to know this humble hero after finishing the book.

The Man-eaters of Tsavo is a book written by John Henry Patterson in 1907 about a pair of lions that he killed in 
Kenya, known as the Tsavo maneaters. The book describes attacks by man-eating lions on the builders of the Uganda 
Railway in Tsavo, Kenya in 1898 and how the lions were eventually killed by Patterson. It was remarkable as nearly 
140 people were killed by the maneaters in less than a year.

.com In 1898 John H. Patterson arrived in East Africa with a mission to build a railway bridge over the Tsavo River. 
What started out as a simple engineering problem, however, soon took on almost mythical proportions as Patterson 
and his mostly Indian workforce were systematically hunted by two man-eating lions over the course of several weeks. 
During that time, 100 workers were killed, and the entire bridge-building project ground to a halt. As if the lions 
weren't enough, Patterson had to guard his back against his own increasingly hostile and mutinous workers as he set 
out to track and kill the man-eaters. This larger-than-life tale forms the basis of the entertaining film The Ghost and the 
Darkness, but for readers who want to know the whole--and true--story, The Man-Eaters of Tsavo comes straight from 
the great white-hunter's mouth. Patterson's account of the lions' reign of terror and his own subsequent attempts to kill 
them is the stuff of great adventure, and his unmistakably Victorian manner of telling it only adds to the thrill. 
Consider this description of the aftermath of an attack by the lions: "...we at once set out to follow the brutes, Mr. 
Dalgairns feeling confident that he had wounded one of them, as there was a trail on the sand like that of the toes of a 
broken limb.... we saw in the gloom what we at first took to be a lion cub; closer inspection, however, showed it to be 
the remains of the unfortunate coolie, which the man-eaters had evidently abandoned at our approach. The legs, one 
arm and half the body had been eaten, and it was the stiff fingers of the other arm trailing along the sand which had 
left the marks we had taken to be the trail of a wounded lion...." This classic tale of death, courage, and terror in the 
African bush is still a page-turner, even after all these years.From Library JournalFirst published in 1907, this title 
depicts the author's adventures in Africa. One incident, involving two man-eating lions that were preying on railroad 
workers, is the basis for the current feature film The Ghost and the Darkness. Fans of true adventure will be interested 
in this.Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. "I think that the incident of the Uganda man-eating lions . . . is 
the most remarkable account of which we have any record." 


