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Brett Whalen : The Medieval Papacy (European History in Perspective)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Medieval Papacy (European History in Perspective): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Engaging and insightfulBy E. TolandDr. Whalen gives a clear and 
engaging narrative on the development of the Papacy from the beginning of the Middle Ages to the eve of the modern 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0230272835


era and how Popes with distinct characters and competencies forged a position of leadership in the emerging western 
Europe in many ways stepping into the vacuum left by the decline of the Empire and replacing the power of former 
Roman Emperors. Whalen offers a fascinating tale of the interactions of the popes with secular leaders in an era of 
broad transition and uncertainty. An insightful learning journey for the general reader who gains a clear picture of an 
office that was at the core of the growth of European culture.

During the Middle Ages, the popes of Rome claimed both spiritual authority and worldly powers, vying with emperors 
for supremacy, ruling over the Papal States, and legislating the norms of Christian society. They also faced profound 
challenges to their proclaimed primacy over Christendom.The Medieval Papacy explores the unique role that the 
Roman Church and its papal leadership played in the historical development of medieval Europe. Brett Edward 
Whalen pays special attention to the religious, intellectual and political significance of the papacy from the first 
century through to the Reformation in the sixteenth century.Ideal for students, scholars and general readers alike, this 
approachable survey helps us to understand the origins of an idea and institution that continue to shape our modern 
world.

"The author does a very fine job in tracing the history of the papacy from its origins in the first century ... . this 
introduction will serve as a valuable tool for those seeking further information on the medieval past of one of the great 
and enduring institutions in human history." (Damian J. Smith, Speculum, Vol. 92 (1), January, 2017)From the Back 
CoverDuring the Middle Ages, the popes of Rome claimed both spiritual authority and worldly powers, vying with 
emperors for supremacy, ruling over the Papal States, and legislating the norms of Christian society. They also faced 
profound challenges to their proclaimed primacy over Christendom.The Medieval Papacy explores the unique role that 
the Roman Church and its papal leadership played in the historical development of medieval Europe. Brett Edward 
Whalen pays special attention to the religious, intellectual and political significance of the papacy from the first 
century through to the Reformation in the sixteenth century.Ideal for students, scholars and general readers alike, this 
approachable survey helps us to understand the origins of an idea and institution that continue to shape our modern 
world.About the AuthorBrett Edward Whalen is Associate Professor of Medieval History at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA. 


