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Men: The First Fight: Myths and Realities of the American Revolution (History of War): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Patriot's Study of American Militia by a Professional SoldierBy 
AlethenoGeneral Gavin does his usual excellent job of adding depth and dimension to the heroic tales of patriot 
militiamen in contest with British lobsterbacks in the War of Independence. He does correct some of the "myths" 
about these "Minute Men," but, in sum, the reader will, as did I, end this very readable work having maintained, and 
even heightened, his respect for these "embattled farmers" who stood up against the most powerful imperial 
professional army in the late 18th century world. A necessary read for supporters of the Second Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution which is, after all, about preserving the people's right to bear arms to the object of organizing, 
training, and equipping volunteers to serve in militia units.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The 
Minute Men - A Must ReadBy SharonThe Minute Men describes the battle of Lexington and Concord on April 19, 
1775 in detail from both the British and American perspective. His thesis is that contrary to generally accepted myths, 
"the minute men were not the exception to the rule; on the contrary, they are among the best examples of the 
importance of military preparedness that the country has provided."Galvin clearly shows the Americans in April of 
1775 were prepared for war. They had trained, formed into companies and regiments, chosen their leaders, and 
followed those leaders into battle. They weren't farmers who happened to pick up a weapon and fight the military 
might of the British.If one loves American history, this is a book that should be read thoroughly.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Minute Men, LiterallyBy Jeffery BerryI had always thought that the term "Minute Men" 
referred to generic, patriot militia of the American Revolution. I had not realized, before I read this scholarly book, 
that the Minute Man was a highly trained combat soldier, an elite force amid the larger army of general town militia in 
New England. And they were, literally, trained to fall in within a minute on the village green, ready with full kit, 
weapon and ammunition to march to the site of any emergency. When the British troops marched out of Boston in 
April 1775, they were, in many respects, at a professional disadvantage.Galvin's well-researched book looks in great 
detail at the events of those early fights iof Lexington, Concord and Bunker Hill but also at the evolution of the 
tradition of self-defense in 18th century New England colonies; traditions that are still at play today, and much 
misunderstood by most Americans.

The concept of the farmer and shopkeeper pulling rifles off pegs on the wall to fight the British has been the typical 
image of the American minuteman. The fact that he may have had military training and drilledand that April 19, 1775 
was not his first battleusually goes unmentioned. Winner of the American Revolution Round Table Award, The 
Minute Men will be of keen interest to those curious about the true history of some of Americas first soldiers.

"A splendid book....If the true measure of a book is how it stands up over time, then this one is indeed a 
classic....Galvin has captured the human ingredients of the story, and he portrays them vividly."Parameters 


