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Lesslie Newbigin : The Open Secret: An Introduction to the Theology of Mission before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Open Secret: An Introduction to the Theology of
Mission:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An Indian(ish) Perspective...By Emmanuel R. PaulpeterDr. Lesslie
Newhbigin mentions and uses the Tamil language multiple timesin the book, which is my mother tongue. Dr. Lesslie


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802808298

Newbigin is such awealth of wisdom and brings deep insights into the often confusing web of confluence of the
human psyche, the broader culture and the Word of God. Having been steeped in Western academic traditions and
then spending 4 decades in the murkiness of the Eastern culture which was on the threshold of growing up from under
the shackles of the 'underdevel oped world', gave him avantage point that very few get to have.l think the most
powerful point he make in hisbook is the elucidation of the idea of the 'elect’ and how that translates to missions.
Some Christians make the doctrine of Election ALL thereisto Christianity (hyper Calvinists), then you have the
Pelagian Armenians who will run away from anything smacking of election as arat runs away from acat. Dr.
Newbigins does not try to tread a middle course, he goes of them both and talks about the doctrine of election from at
least 3 perspectivesl. To not violate the relational integrity of the human psyche.2. To make afew into ablessing to
many3. To make the election not into a elite privilege but as the initiation of the 'suffering community' that witnesses
to the world1) That the doctrine of election is crucial for how human beings come to know the Truth, not as 'spiritual
monads who individualistically pursue a Truth by themselves but as communal beings to who in come to know the
Truth through their inter-relatedness to God and fellow man. Thisideaimplies that God has to choose a group of
people through which He reaches out to another group of people to expand His Kingdom.2) The corollary to the point
listhat if Truth of God hasto spread through communities, it has to start somewhere and a community has to be
chosen, which happens to be Isrea in this case. Ironically, the first becomes the last, so chosen Israel gets disinherited
to become the last.3) From the human point of view, election is not aclaim on God neither isit is a privilege of the
elite. Election is the means of creating a community of Saints who will witness to the world through their suffering as
a partaking of the suffering of Christ. It isthus that they become dispensers of God's blessing to many.Of course, Dr.
Newbigin traces through multiple other brilliant threads of thought brilliantly weaved together... It is worth anyone's
time whose mission in lifeisto see God's reign come to fruition in this world.0 of O people found the following review
helpful. Newbigin isareal saint and a excellent theologian. Anybody interested in cross-cultural mission and interfaith
...By Bernard MNewbigin isareal saint and a excellent theologian. Anybody interested in cross-cultural mission and
interfaith communications should read this book. Insightful, beautiful and accessible.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Four StarsBy Craig S. Reynoldspleased with the response

Aimed at bringing contemporary concerns in mission theology to a wide-reading public, this volume flows from
Newbigin's extensive experience in the mission field and from lectures devel oped especially to prepare men and
women for missionary service. Newbigin describes the Christian mission as the declaration of an open secretopen in
that it is preached to al nations, secret in that it is manifest only to the eyes of faith. The result is athoroughly biblical
attempt to lead the church to embrace its Christ-given task of presenting the gospel in our complex modern world. This
revised edition includes a helpful index and a new preface.

About the Author(1909-1998) Lesslie Newbigin was born inNewcastle-on-Tyne, U.K., in 1909. He completed
hisundergraduate studies in Cambridge and then served asStaff Secretary of the Student Christian Movement in
Glasgow,Scotland. He studied theology at Westminster College atCambridge and was ordained by the Presbytery

of Edinburgh,Church of Scotland in 1936. That same year Newbiginmarried Helen Henderson and the two of them left
for Indiawhere he was to be missionary of the Church of Scotland.



