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Candida R. Moss : The Other Christs: Imitating Jesus in Ancient Christian Ideologies of Martyrdom  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Other Christs: Imitating 
Jesus in Ancient Christian Ideologies of Martyrdom: 

26 of 31 people found the following review helpful. A piece of important scholarshipBy J. BadenThis book is an 
important piece of scholarship and is highly respected within the academy, winning a major theological award. The 
author is hardly attacking the church, as some idiotic reviews have suggested - she is enlightening our understanding 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199914389


of the rhetoric of early Christian martyrdom texts. Unless you think all scholarship is the work of the devil, and all 
scholars are the minions of Satan, reading a book is usually helpful before rating and commenting on it.3 of 67 people 
found the following review helpful. Wrong book titeBy Raymond W. LeungIf she claimed the early Christians are just 
copying Christ's ideal then how is it based another christ? When a Christian dies while in the service for God in my 
own opinion he/she qualifies for Martyrhood. My pastor and deacon got shotto dead during a church service and they 
are considered martyrs. They died while serving the Lord. The gunmen stole from the church and they tried to correct 
him in private but instead of paying for their good work he choose to kill them instead. This is evil and only can come 
from the devil.

Through groundbreaking analysis of early Christian texts, Candida Moss reveals that the words, actions, and deaths of 
martyrs are modeled on those of Christ. Moss traces this imitation through the literature of the Jesus movement and 
early church, then examines interpretations of the martyr's death and afterlife. Arguing against the dominant theory 
that the martyr's death was seen as a sacrifice, Moss finds that beyond death martyrs continue to be assimilated to 
Christ as intercessors, judges, enthroned monarchs, and banqueters. Though characterization of the martyr as "another 
Christ" ultimately conflicted with theological commitments to Christ's uniqueness, Moss shows that, for a brief period, 
the martyr's imitation was viewed as sharing in the status of the exalted Christ.

Moss's work is brilliant, innovative, compendious, and probing... I would recommend this book heartily not only to 
students of early Christianity, but to contemporary theologians whose work must take into account the often 
uncomfortable claims of the martyrs.--Jonathan Zecher, s in Religion and TheologyAbout the AuthorCandida R. Moss 
is Professor of New Testament and Early Christianity at the University of Notre Dame. She is the winner of the 2011 
John Templeton Award for Theological Promise. 


