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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Other God: Dualist 
Religions from Antiquity to the Cathar Heresy (Yale Nota Bene): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Dense, well-written, and well-documentedBy C. D. VarnYuri 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300082533


Stoyanov's recent on the dualist trends in Zoroastrianism, Gnosticism, Manichaeism, Bogomilism, and Catharism. If 
one is expecting lots of conjecture on Gnosticism, this is not what Stoyanov's puts on the table. Stoyanov's focus on 
dualism goes back into the sources of Slavic paganism as well as more obscure points of Zoroastrian Zurvanism, 
Mithraism, and Manichaeism. The scope of the book falls between antiquity to late medieval crusades. Chapters focus 
on different elements: pre-Christian dualism, crusades, Balkan dualism, etc.The book is dense and well-documented. 
The bibliography and footnotes are staggering, and the lack of unsourced conjecture is refreshing for the topic. 
Stoyanov avoids pitfalls of the topic, and while that makes for slow reading, the foot notes (and there are over a 
hundred pages of them) are themselves rewarding.Strong recommend to anyone interested in religious studies or the 
transition from antiquity to medieval thought.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. A comprehensive 
survey of dualistic movementsBy C HillThis book is a sober straight-forward account of many versions of the Other 
God, that is to say, the ignored, defeated, or avoided divinity in dualist systems. The main concern, however, is not so 
much the other deities as much as dualistic belief systems and their fate in history. The original title is more accurate: 
"The Hidden Traditions in Europe: the Secret History of Medieval Christian Heresy." It is for the most part well-
written although some surprising typographical errors creep in here and there. It tries to cover most dualist religious 
systems in history. The book is 476 pages long out of which 125 are endnotes! These are almost exclusively 
bibliographical info. The chapter titles and section titles are for the most part not particularly helpful in describing the 
content (e.g."The Bridge of the Separator", "The Father of Light and Darkness").This book is not written in a difficult 
way at all. But it does use a lot of terms from the Greek and Latin. It is arranged chronologically, which also means 
somewhat geographically and travels from ancient Egypt via Greece and Palestine to medieval France making several 
stops in Persia and the Balkans, where it also concludes. A difficulty is the geography and names of places we don't 
have anymore. Some unclear maps are provided at the beginning of the book. This difficulty is compounded by 
political history which invariably affected some of these religions and movements. Typical of the larger religious 
movements is their spreading, mixing with other religions, then being persecuted by those in power, so aside from 
names of places we get a wealth of names of clans, dynasties, tribes, ethnies, rulers, writers, etc. As a result, some 
chapters focus entirely on history and not so much on religion.The Cathars don't occupy all that much space or interest 
for the author. In turn, the Balkans is what takes up a good portion of this book, and that story was a revelation to me. 
Sandwiched between Western and Eastern Christianity and later even Islam, the Balkans were the last and most 
consistent stronghold of dualism. We are introduced to a dizzying array of varieties of Christian dualism with all their 
respective varieties of demonology and Christology. One should also note that the author acknowledges that sources 
for this material are questionable as they come mostly from opponents of dualism who distorted and caricatured and 
literally demonized dualistic beliefs. To some extent this makes a good companion to Umberto Eco's excellent 
Baudolino, where heresies are at the center of the story and the significance of fine theological differences are worked 
out more clearly.The author did a tremendous amount of research and this work could almost be the perfect reference 
text on heresies, if the index were clearer.11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. can't do better than 
thisBy WyoteBooks like this are real treasures: at once fascinating and scholarly. Usually if you find a book on 
Mithraism, the Gnostics, Manichees, and Cathars, it's mostly nonsense. But this one is the highest level of 
scholarship.I was never bored while reading this; every page is full of information about obscure movements and 
heresies that anyone who studies the history of religion, especially religion in the Classical world or pre-modern 
Europe, will love to know.If you suspect you'll enjoy this book, I guarantee that you will. Of course if you want to read 
about Nicholas of Cusa, you'll be disappointed, but otherwise, you'll love it.

This fascinating book explores the evolution of religious dualism, the doctrine that man and cosmos are constant 
battlegrounds between forces of good and evil. It traces this evolution from late Egyptian religion and the revelations 
of Zoroaster and the Orphics in antiquity through the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Mithraic Mysteries, and the great Gnostic 
teachers to its revival in medieval Europe with the suppression of the Bogomils and the Cathars, heirs to the age-long 
teachings of dualism. Integrating political, cultural, and religious history, Yuri Stoyanov illuminates the dualist 
religious systems, recreating in vivid detail the diverse worlds of their striking ideas and beliefs, their convoluted 
mythologies and symbolism. Reviews of an earlier edition:A book of prime importance for anyone interested in the 
history of religious dualism. The authors knowledge of relevant original sources is remarkable; and he has distilled 
them into a convincing and very readable whole.Sir Steven RuncimanThe most fascinating historical detective story 
since Steven Runcimans Sicilian Vespers.Colin WilsonA splendid account of the decline of the dualist tradition in the 
East . . . both strong and accessible. . . . The most readable account of Balkan heresy ever.Jeffrey B. Russell, Journal of 
Religion Well-written, fact-filled, and fascinating . . . has in it the making of a classic.Harry T. Norris, Bulletin of 
SOAS
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