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Thomas J. McGuire : The Philadelphia Campaign: Volume One: Brandywine and the Fall of Philadelphia 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Philadelphia 
Campaign: Volume One: Brandywine and the Fall of Philadelphia: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For my purposes it was perfect, although I will admit that the very 
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extent ...By Matt KenneyI used this to attempt to track the location of one of my ancestor's who fought in this 
campaign to the extent possible. Superbly researched. For my purposes it was perfect, although I will admit that the 
very extent of the research makes it a bit of a slog to read through. Not for the casual reader, perfect for someone truly 
interested in the most detail possible about the Battle of Brandywine.12 of 13 people found the following review 
helpful. Could have been 5-star, but where are the maps?By HistoricusThus far I have only read volume 1 of the set. 
The most impressive aspect is the author's use of a vast number of primary sources - really fine work amassing all of 
them. They are usually used effectively too, except that in the narrative of the battle of Brandywine the quotes are 
often used in ways that don't really support the story being told. The real problem with this book is the virtual absence 
of any useful maps. That's a major issue really; you get this detailed and lengthy look at the aforementioned battle, for 
example, but only one really inadequate map to assist you. It is the same with campaign maps; they just are not there. I 
think there are maybe four maps in the entire book, something like that. No matter how good the text, good military 
history books must have decent and numerous maps. Where are they? Not here. This may have been the decision by 
the editors, I don't know. But it detracts badly from an otherwise excellent piece of scholarship. If it sees a second 
printing I hope this will be corrected.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. NiceBy Lee BaerWell written 
and hard to put down. Written so as to let the story flow. Hard to put down if this type of history interests you.

The first in a monumental two-volume set on the pivotal 1777 campaign of the American Revolution, this book is an 
in-depth examination of the military engagements that resulted in the British capture of Philadelphia. Based on 
surviving accounts of soldiers and civilians, the author weaves together the compelling story of the fight for the 
Continental capital. In the winter of 1777, after the victories at Trenton and Princeton, George Washington 
painstakingly rebuilt the Continental Army. The following spring, all eyes turned to the British commander-in-chief, 
Sir William Howe, to see when and where he would resume the drive on the rebel capital. Numerous skirmishes and 
seemingly pointless maneuvers finally led to Pennsylvania. The two main armies finally clashed in the bloody Battle 
of Brandywine on September 11, where Howes flanking tactics inflicted a serious defeat on Washington. Rallying his 
forces, Washington resumed his defense of Philadelphia, only to be thwarted at the Schuylkill and suffer a small but 
bloody defeat at Paoli. Congress fled the capital as the British Army approached, and the campaign to win the hearts 
and minds of the American people raged in full fury as the two armies marched through the region.

"The text is filled with intriguing details that contribute to understanding the personnel and military units involved. ... 
Recommended." --Choice, October 2007.The Philadelphia Campaign is first-rate, an absorbing work of tenacious 
research and close scholarship. Thomas J. McGuire knows the time of the American Revolution and has been over the 
ground in and about Philadelphia in a way few writers ever have. But it is his empathy for the human reality of war 
and the great variety of people caught up in it, whether in the service of the king or the Glorious Cause of America, 
that makes this book especially alive and memorable. --David McCullough, author of John Adams and 1776About the 
AuthorThomas J. McGuire teaches American history at Malvern Preparatory School, near Paoli, Pennsylvania, and is 
the author of Battle of Paoli (0811733378) 


