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I. A. Richards: The Philosophy of Rhetoric (Galaxy Books) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Philosophy of Rhetoric (Galaxy Books):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy Sheri PhDThiswas very helpful in my dissertation on
indirect communication. 1.A. Richards was akey contributor to the idea of metaphor, so anyone looking for
information on metaphors would do well to begin with Richards.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. A
far better sense for rhetoricBy Joseph DyerRhetoric as the study of misunderstanding; better written and more


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195007158

intelligent than any work on persuasion; really, persuasion or misunderstanding, which seems more important; why
isn't this more popular, the standard, the norm?0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy
Christianne BalkWhat an amazing mind!

Our communication is limitedby misunderstanding. Rhetoric, as Professor Richards definesit, is the study of
misunderstanding and its remedies. The conventional rules of the old rhetoric and the formulations of scientific
language have narrow application to conversational speech; Professor Richard's definition of rhetoric is based on a
practical question: how do words work in discourse? To answer this question, he examines the interaction of words
with each other and with their contexts, showing how a continual synthesis of meaning, or "principle of metaphor",
giveslifeto discussion. It isthrough comprehension of the way meaning changes in discourse that we can better
control and animate our use of words, and so decrease misunderstanding.

"Chosen largely to present the philosophy of language informing [Richards's| approach....Should stimulate thoughtful
re-examinations of our own positions on the important issues Richards addresses."--Freshman English
News'Masterful (and manageable)....Has long been needed.”-D.G. Myers, Texas AandM University"A deftly
compiled reader."--William Doreski, Keene State College"Written in alively style...Coherent and valuable."--John F.
Cox, University of Arizona'Thisis perhaps one of the best texts for rhetoric courses I've found, and | intend to use it
each time | teach graduate/undergraduate rhetorical theory and other language-theory courses."--Professor Lynn
Dianne Beene, University of New Mexico"....an important part of the foundation of contemporary rhetoric. Clear and
to the point, Richards illuminates the place rhetoric occupiesin human societies."--Dr. William O. Boggs, Slippery
Rock UniversityFrom the Back CoverOur communication is limitedby misunderstanding. Rhetoric, as Professor
Richards definesit, is the study of misunderstanding and its remedies. The conventional rules of the old rhetoric and
the formulations of scientific language have narrow application to conversational speech; Professor Richard's
definition of rhetoric is based on a practical question: how do words work in discourse? To answer this question, he
examines the interaction of words with each other and with their contexts, showing how a continual synthesis of
meaning, or "principle of metaphor", gives life to discussion. It is through comprehension of the way meaning changes
in discourse that we can better control and animate our use of words, and so decrease misunderstanding.About the
Authorlvor Armstrong Richards (1893-1979) was an influential literary critic and rhetorician.



