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9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Before BriskBy schneurTHIS IS WELL RESEARCHED STUDY 
OF THE WORLD OF lITHUANIAN tORAH SCHOLARSHIP PRIOR TO THE HEGEMONY OF THE BRISK 
ANALYTIC SCHOOL OF tALMUD STUDY.RABBI pERL DETAILS THE INTELLECTUAL LIFE OF RAV 
bERLIN AND PLACES IT IN PERSPECTIV EOF THE lITHUANIAN CIRCLE OF SCHOLARS WHO STUDIED 
NON tALMUDIC TEXTS OF THE tALMUDIC PERIOD.MANY OF THE SCHOALRS MENTIONED ARE NOT 
WELL KNOWN AND THUS THE BOOK PROVIDES A WINDOW INTO A WORLD IN WHICH LITTLE 
LITERATURE EXISTS IN ENGLISHPERL SHOWS THAT THIS CIRCLE INCLUDING THE nEZIV DID NOT 
SHY AWAY FROM SECUALR STUDIES , USE OF MASKILIC LITERATURE AND A LIMITED USE OF 
CRITICAL ANALYSIS IN TERM SOF TEXTUAL CRITICISM AND AUTHORSHIP.WHILE AT TIMES THE 
FORMAT IS A TAD TOO ACADEMIC IT IS READABLE BY ALL AND UNDERSTANDABLE AS WELL.tHE 
NOTES ARE EXCELLENT AND THERE IS A GOOD BIBLIOGRPAHY.i HIGHLY RECOMMEND THIS 
STUDY.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Well written academic book for Jewish history buffsBy 
Esther J. PerlWell written for the lay person makes a great gift.

The work of Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin, the Neziv, ranks amongst the most often read rabbinic literature of the 
nineteenth century. His breadth of learning, unabashed creativity, and penchant for walking against the stream of the 
rabbinic commentarial establishment has made his commentaries a favorite amongst rabbinic scholars and scholars of 
rabbinics alike. Yet, to date, there has been no comprehensive and systematic attempt to place his intellectual oeuvre 
into its historical context-until now. In the Pillar of Volozhin, Gil Perl traces the influences which helped mold and 
shape the Neziv's thinking while also opening new doors into the world of early nineteenth-century Lithuanian Torah 
scholarship, an area heretofore almost completely untouched by academic research.

Perls work reflects an intimate knowledge of the broad range of books printed in the nineteenth century by the 
Lithuanian circle of rabbinic scholars, and shows how those works reflect new interests and emphases in traditional 
Torah study. Through careful precise nuanced textual analysis, coupled with familiarity with the broad canvas of early 
modern rabbinic creativity and Lithuanian Haskalah, Perl elucidates, in particular, the originality and significance of 
nineteenth century Lithuanian midrash commentary and provides very important correctives to the work of scholars 
who have previously written on this subject. It is a major contribution to the field. (Jacob J. Schacter, University 
Professor of Jewish History and Jewish Thought)No serious biography of Netziv exists; but Gil S. Perls The Pillar of 
Volozhin, a revision of the authors Harvard doctoral dissertation, not only sheds light on the rabbis intellectual 
development but also identifies a key historical watershed for the Litvish intellectual elite.Much of the contemporary 
yeshiva leadership believes it is following Jewish tradition by focusing narrowly on talmudic learning to the exclusion 
of other fields of knowledge and diverse points of view. In this perceptive book, Gil Perl reveals just how recently this 
assumption emerged." (Lawrence Grossman, director of publications at the American Jewish Committee Jewish Ideas 
Daily)About the AuthorGIL S. PERL (PhD Harvard University) is the dean of the Margolin Hebrew 
Academy/Feinstone Yeshiva of the South, a Pre-K-12 private school serving the Jewish community of Memphis. He 
has earned rabbinical ordination from Yeshiva University where he has been an Instructor of Modern Jewish History 
from 2004 to 2007 and was selected as the Lillian F. and William L. Silver Professor of the Year in 2006. 


