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Short Introductions): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good Study GuideBy Vona Van CleefWe belong to the Quaker 
meeting in El Paso, TX, and we're using this book as a study guide. We always have new people coming in from other 
faith traditions and it is, as advertised in the title, a "very short" and informative introduction to the group known as the 
Religious Society of Friends - or Quakers, for short.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Stunningly well-
written . . .By K. BaxterSuccinct and outstanding as a work for anyone curious or interested in the Quakers. Pink-
Dandelion does exactly what one expects from the title of this book: introduces the reader to Quakerism. History, 
essential differences, historical figures and their significance, changes over time, and modern day Quaker aspects are 
all included. What really puts this particular book into a class by itself for me is the author's writing. Easy to read, right 
to the point, and not an ounce of fat. If I were to select one book for someone wanting to quickly get a handle on who 
the Quakers are, this might well be the one.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. History of quakers.By 
KathesmeI wanted a concise book on the Quakers from the beginning. That is what I received and it was what I learnt. 
I found knowledge but also enjoyment.what I had not known was the times that the religion split and changed. The 
membership is mostly on the African continent due to those adventurous missionaries.So glad I delved into those 
pages.

Here is the perfect introductory guide to the history and ideas of the Quakers, one of the world's most fascinating and 
enigmatic religious groups. Emerging in England in the 1650s as a radical sect challenging the status quo, the Quakers 
are now best known for their anti-slavery activities, their principled stance against war, and their pioneering work in 
penal reform. Famous Quakers include Thomas Paine, Walt Whitman, Lucretia Mott, Herbert Hoover, James Dean, 
Judi Dench, and A.S. Byatt. And while the group still maintains a distinctive worship method to achieve a direct 
encounter with God, which has been at the heart of the movement since its beginning, Quakers today are highly 
diverse: some practice a protestant evangelicalism, others are no longer Christian. In this generously illustrated book, 
Pink Dandelion, the leading expert on Quaker Studies, draws on the latest scholarship to chart the history of the sect 
and its present-day diversity around the world, exploring its unique approach to worship, belief, theology and 
language, and ecumenism. It concludes by placing the Quakers in the wider religious picture and predicting its 
future.About the Series: Oxford's Very Short Introductions offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of 
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, and Literary Theory to History. Not simply a textbook of 
definitions, each volume provides trenchant and provocative--yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the 
central issues in a given topic. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, 
demonstrating how it has developed and influenced society. Whatever the area of study, whatever the topic that 
fascinates the reader, the series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.

About the Author"Ben" Pink Dandelion is a Reader in Quaker Studies and directs the work of the Centre for 
Postgraduate Quaker Studies, Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre and the University of Birmingham. He is the author 
of numerous books on the Quakers including The Liturgies of Quakerism and Introduction to Quakerism and edits the 
journal Quaker Studies. 


