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Doreen Valiente : The Rebirth of Witchcraft  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Rebirth of Witchcraft: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Fantastic!By Antonia CambareriThis is a fascinating account of the 
early days of modern Witchcraft. Doreen Valiente's writing style flows so flawlessly, I finished this book in two 
sittings. Intelligent without being overly erudite, here is the account of one of the Founders of Gardenarian Wicca, 
whose stunning poetic contributions have become main staples of many Witchcraft traditions' liturgies. Valiente was 
involved with, or had extensive knowledge of all the 'big' names responsible for the Witchcraft revival: Gerald 
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Gardner, Patricia Crowther, Robert Cochrane, Alex and Maxine Sanders, and Sybil Leek to name a few. What is most 
impressive is that although she recounts various aspects to the character of some of these Elders that were tiresome, 
she always balances this with portraying their more admirable qualities. Something which is very rare amongst Occult 
writers!Lucid and basing her writing on tireless research, Valiente offers the truth about the present day practice of 
Witchcraft, yet, does not simply pass everything off as pure invention. She shows that there are indeed ancient roots to 
modern Witchcraft, without the silly insistence that the rituals, along with some of the tenets are of an unbroken line, 
coming from the Paleolithic Age. This is an important work for any student of Witchcraft or the Occult. It is important 
to know the history of what we practice today. And there are very few sources from those that were at Its inception 
that are as sound and honest as Doreen Valiente.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Valiente does it 
againBy LMKWonderfully written history by Ms Valiente. I have always loved her style ... Writing as though she is 
conversing with you.I was familiar with quite a bit of the background between she and Gerald Gardner, but she 
revealed a bit more in this one. Great photos - inc pages from Gardner's BO'S.Valiente has always been my fav witch, 
and I collect all of her books. But thus is a good read for every student or practitioner of witchcraft.12 of 13 people 
found the following review helpful. Essential HistoryBy Patrick"The only reason for secrecy today is when witches 
themselves prefer not to have their identities and their private addresses revealed."- Doreen Valiente (The Rebirth of 
Witchcraft, p.54)How worthwhile is reading THE REBIRTH OF WITCHCRAFT by Doreen Valiente? I learned more 
about the true history of Wicca in the first five chapters than all the other books on modern witchcraft that I've read to 
date.As for the content Doreen Valiente gives a compelling first person account of Wiccan history from its earliest 
nights to the feminist revolution of the 70s. In particular you get a really good scoop on the shady personalities behind 
the faces of Gerald Gardner, Alex Sanders and Robert Cochrane. Tricksters and liars all.Of course this doesn't mean 
that Doreen didn't hold any affection for these men. She did, but she doesn't make excuses for their behavior either. 
Perhaps because of this honesty there is a real feeling of authenticity to her words.The other chapters while less 
relevant are at the very least interesting reads. I particularly liked the chapter on Leslie Roberts, a homosexual witch 
and occult investigator who died tragically. His story (as well as that of Alex Sanders) establishes the early presence of 
gay men in the Craft. It also serves as a vivid lesson on the importance of knowing your limits as a witch and the very 
real danger of psychic vampires.This book should be required reading for all students interested in the history of the 
modern Craft.

One of witchcraft's most widely known figures, Doreen Valiente was a close friend of the late Gerald Gardner, 
generally regarded as the founder of modern Wicca. Initiated by him in the 1950s and for a time High Priestess of his 
coven, Doreen helped him rewrite his seminal Book of Shadows and establish witchcraft's international reputation. In 
this intriguing expos, Doreen provides an insiders account of the birth and evolution of the contemporary Wicca 
movement. She recalls her spat with Gardner that eventually split his coven, the controversy surrounding Alex 
Sanders, "King of the Witches," and many other witches whom she has known, including Dafo, Robert Cochrane, 
Leslie Roberts, and Sybil Leek. She also describes the clairvoyant communications she received purporting to come 
from John Brakespeare, an 18th-century witch.

About the AuthorDoreen Valiente (1922-1999) was one of the most well respected and influential leaders of Wicca. 
Her previous books include An ABC of Witchcraft Past and Present, Natural Magic, and Witchcraft for Tomorrow. 


