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Roland Bainton : The Reformation of the Sixteenth Century before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Reformation of the Sixteenth Century:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A classic on the Reformation accessible age-wise even to teensBy
Margaret LowThis book is a masterpiece, as are the author's two books on women in the Reformation (between them
they cover women in France, Germany, Italy and a 4th country). Prof. Roland Bainton of Princeton was atruly
extraordinary person -- deeply religious yet down-to-earth and a model of respect for al faith traditionsin the US of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807013013

his time (1940s and 50s). (He emigrated from England as a child and was, | *think*, associated with the Society of
Friends.) The book is divided into relatively short, very clearly written, chapters, each on a distinct aspect of the
Reformation. Although not disproportionate to the larger groupings of the Reformation -- Lutheranism, Calvinism
(centered initially in Geneva), and Zwingli (in Zurich) -- this book provides an outstanding and very accessible
introduction to the least-known and least-understand of the faith traditions of the Reformation: the Anabaptists. The
Anabaptists were so committed to their understanding of the Gospels that they were willing to give their lives for their
conviction that only adult baptism was legitimate. Their opposition to infant baptism and their belief in what today
would be called pacifism exposed them to terrible persecution, for which Prof. Bainton conveys deep sympathy. We
know the Anabaptists in the Americas today mostly as the Amish, the Mennonites, the Pennsylvania Deutsch (=
Germans) ["Dutch" in thisinstance is a corruption of "Deutsch” which means " German"], the Hultterites, and the
Brethren (or Church of the Brethren). This book is aquick read (unless you underline practically every sentence with
different-colored highlightersas | did) and one | believe that readers will aways be grateful for having read. Bright
students from 8th or 9th grade through academics in other fields will all find much to appreciate in this book and in
Prof. Bainton's other books on the Reformation, particularly the two entitled Women of the Reformation mentioned
above. (Hewas VERY progressive in his respect for women given the period in which he wrote.) | would give all
three titles the highest possible recommendation.O of O people found the following review helpful. Well made.By
Pablo A CalvanGood version of and important historical event, PACO of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Five StarsBy Susan J OrrWonderful book for my library.

Bainton presents the many strands that made up the Reformation in a single, brilliantly coherent account. He discusses
the background for Luther's irreparable breach with the Church and its ramifications for 16th Century Europe, giving
thorough accounts of the Diet of Worms, the institution of the Holy Commonwealth of Geneva, Henry VI1I's break
with Rome, and William the Silent's struggle for Dutch independence.

Would that we had more history like this, so well-proportioned in its emphasis, and so pertinent to the understanding
of history now in the making. --The Annals of the American AcademyAbout the AuthorRoland H. Bainton (1894-
1984) was for forty-two years a professor of ecclesiastical history at Y ae University, an author, a historian, and an
ordained Congregational minister. During hislong and distinguished academic career, he lectured across the United
States and abroad and wrote more than thirty influential books on Christian history.



