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Benjamin Drew : The Refugee: Narratives of Fugitive Slavesin Canada (Voyageur Classics) before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Refugee: Narratives of Fugitive
Slavesin Canada (V oyageur Classics):

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy shortyi have not read this book but i think it has alot of
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potential

In the early 1850s, white American abolitionist Benjamin Drew was commissioned to travel to Canada West (now
Ontario) to interview escaped slaves from the United States. At the time the population of Canada West was just short
of amillion and about 30,000 black people lived in the colony, most of whom were escaped slaves from south of the
border. One of the people Drew interviewed was Harriet Tubman, who was then based in St. Catharines but made
several trips to the U.S. South to lead slaves to freedom in Canada. In the course of hisjourneysin Canada, Drew
visited Chatham, Toronto, Galt, Hamilton, London, Dresden, Windsor, and a number of other communities. Originally
published in 1856, Drews book is the only collection of first-hand interviews of fugitive slavesin Canada ever done. It
isan invaluable record of early black Canadian experience.



