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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent overviewBy danny ticeThis book did an excellent job in 
highlighting the key movements in American religious history. The book did fail to mentioned the Charismatic 
Movement of the late 60s- 80s. This movement impacted many denominations as well as was the impetus for new 
styles of music in church services0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Tom GGreat!0 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy Pamala88Great book. Very informative. Love the writing 
style as well as all the information given inside. It really opens your eyes to many things. Delivery was prompt as well.

A Dynamic Account of Religion's Central Role in American History

From Library JournalSince the first edition was published in 1966, this work has remained a standard text for 
American religious history. The 2002 revision, by Gaustad (history, emeritus, Univ. of California, Riverside) and 
Schmidt (religion, Princeton Univ.), retains the core material with a revised chapter structure, updated bibliographies, 
and some text revisions. In some cases, the revisions are simply rearrangements of chapter sections, while in others 
there is a shift in terminology e.g., using "African American" for "black" and replacing "American religion" with the 
more clearly designated "American Protestantism." While such changes are subtle, they do alter the tone of the work, 
bringing it more in line with current approaches to the study of religion and American culture. In the case of the last 
three chapters, the authors have done considerable revision and brought the history up to the turn of the century. The 
overall result is a well-balanced enhancement of an excellent work. Recommended for all libraries. Jan Blodgett, 
Davidson Coll. Lib., NCCopyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. How wonderful that Gaustad will become 
the indispensable 21st century tool for the students of American religion. (Peter J. Gomes, author of The Good Life)... 
more comprehensive, more illuminating, and more up-to-date in this new edition with Leigh E. Schmidt. (Mark A. 
Noll, Professor of History, Wheaton College)A comprehensive, graceful narrative that truly represents the pluralism, 
momentum, and vitality of American religious life. (Amanda Porterfield, Professor of History, University of 
Wyoming)An immensely valuable resource ... adds texture and nuance to a very complicated story, making a classic 
textbook even better. (Gary Laderman, Associate Professor of American Religious History and Cultures, Emory 
University)Stands among the very best of the American religious histories. (Dr. E. Brooks Holifield, Charles Howard 
Candler Professor, Emory University)A well-balanced enhancement of an excellent work...recommended. (Library 
Journal)From the PublisherA thoroughly researched, profusely illustrated, and fully updated edition of this major 
history of religion in America. 


