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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Social Historical NarrativeBy Danny TThisisasocia history
narrative. It iswell written and full of interesting information concerning the daily lives of peoplein the post-colonial
period. For example: Chimney's were sometimes cleaned by dropping a chicken down it so the flapping wings would
remove built up pitch and creosote. The Justice of the Peacein local villages was responsible for tax collection,
inspecting fences, an arrest of individuals accused of crimes. Often, they would only visit offenders and tell them of
the accusation and pending trial -they would not follow through with the arrest because it would take people away
from daily work which was necessary for the common good of the village. Every farmer rating livestock cut
idiosyncratic shapesinto their animals ears and those shapes were registered with the county clerk to determine
branding/ownership. Learn when houses were first painted, what people did with their trash, traffic jams -yes, there
were often traffic jams when someone lost a wagon wheel because roads were crude, narrow and alignment to
furrowed wheel ruts where necessary for smooth, efficient travel. It isarefreshing ook at this historical period
because it doesn't re-hash the standard political and military events which give usa"nationalistic" image of the past.
Instead, this book offers what life was like for the common person who was so often disengaged from those concerns
because of the base need of simply surviving each day.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Life was not
so Easy!By Danni Irenel have fallen for this book! If you like to learn how our ancestors lived and you never really
got that knowledge from history class or from your older relatives, well, this book is for you. It was written ages ago,
and it tells the way life was between 1790-1840 in the rural communities and in the small towns and cities. It truly
gives you adifferent perspective of how difficult life was. Many people think that it was asimpler time, well in away
it was because there was no time in your life to be nothing more. It was a hard and difficult life, and there was no room
for mistakes because that could leave to devastating consequences. This book truly opens your eyesto daily life and
traditions of that eral O of O people found the following review helpful. A Reflection Into The PastBy richard e
whitelockWhat was the daily lives of Americansin the 1790's. The new nation's politics, economy, society, and
culture underwent dramatic changes. This book touches upon birth to death occurrences during this period of time
(1790-1840). The nation, with its new found independence was changing dramatically. What were their homes like.
What kind of jobs were available. The change from arural to more of an industrial economy had major effects upon
society. What did their homes look like. What did people wear and eat? What about their food and even personal
hygiene? What advances took place in medicine and medical care? What was the sexuality of the nation?Read and
discover for yourself the intimate facts of everyday American life during this dramatic period of timein our nation's
development.

"Compact and insightful. "--New Y ork Times Book Review "Jack Larkin has retrieved the irretrievable; the intimate
facts of everyday life that defined what people were realy like."--American Heritage

From Publishers WeeklyIn this highly readable, informative if specialized history, Larkin, historian at the re-created
Colonial Sturbridge Village in Massachusetts, describes the social changes that accompanied the country's swift
development initsfirst decades of independence. He cites statistical research and quotes contemporary observers from
abroad on various aspects of day-to-day significance: the gradual disappearance of the self-contained family farm and
village artisan, for example, astextile plants, shoe factories and other enterprises took "control of materials and
product out of the hands of the craftsmen and put them into those of merchant capitalists." Larkin also discusses the
drop in family size as land became scarcer and settlement moved westward, as well as the steady improvement in
housing and available goods brought by the railroads. Readers are reminded of the lack of refinement prevalent in
those timesthe dirtiness of home, grounds and person, the crudity of food and dress, the commonplace of cold-climate
Americans sharing beds with strangers in roadside inns. Illustrations not seen by PW. Copyright 1988 Reed Business
Information, Inc. "Virtually all human activity in the late 18th and early 19th centuries comesin for scrutiny in this
compact and insightful book.""--New Y ork Times Book "From the Back CoverA fascinating history of the daily lives
of Americansin thefirst fifty years of the new republic, told often in their own words. Jack Larkin describes the often
gritty texture of life as these Americans experienced it, weaving the disparate threads of everyday life into therich,
complicated tapestry of American history during this transitional period.



