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Ralph Wiltgen : The Rhine Flows into the Tiber: A History of Vatican II  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Rhine Flows into the Tiber: A History of Vatican II: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Authorative Account of what happened during the CouncilBy 
Ruben LamigueiroAn amazing in-depth and impartial account of what exactly transpired during the Second Vatican 
Council. It details the debates, conflicts, and personalities which would end up dominating the Council.It favors 
neither the ideology of the liberals nor the conservatives - but tells the complete story of how events transpired in a fair 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0895551861


and balanced way.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. So that's what happened!By Margaret S.This is 
another of the books that has long been on my "search" list, and has been out of print for some time. I'm grateful that it 
has now been reprinted, and is available to help Catholics understand the influence/direction that shaped Vatican II to 
a large extent. THaving read the Documents of Vatican II, (I learned more from the footnotes than from the text itself) 
and gained insight into thedirection, but was still left with the "Who, where, what, why and how" questions.So many 
questions answered! I highly recommend this for Catholics searching for answers after Vatican II.1 of 2 people found 
the following review helpful. Just finished reading this book and it is an amazing and concise account of the inner 
workings of the ...By Nicholas SilvaJust finished reading this book and it is an amazing and concise account of the 
inner workings of the Council and the legislative battles that took place. It is by no means exhaustive and is almost 
neutral to a fault, but for anyone who wants a non-polemical account of the Council that captures the spirit of the times 
in which it happened, this is an excellent read.

Only two years after the Second Vatican Council concluded in 1965, Catholics around the world welcomed the 
publication of The Rhine Flows Into the Tiber, a history of the Council published worldwide in four languages. 
Widely hailed for its balanced, factual reporting, this eye-opening insider's account was written by Rev. Ralph M. 
Wiltgen, a priest and professional journalist who was an eyewitness with unparalleled access to the principal figures 
and events of the Council.The Inside Story of Vatican II is a revised, updated edition of that ground-breaking 
contemporary account, which details in particular the crucial influence on the Council's proceedings exerted by its 
German-speaking bishops. As Catholics continue to debate the meaning and impact of Vatican II, they will find this 
book an indispensable guide for understanding what actually took place there behind the scenes. 

About the AuthorThe Rev. Father Ralph M. Wiltgen, S.V.D. (1921-2002) was a Divine Word Missionary and 
journalist who founded the independent, multilingual Council News Service to report on the events of Vatican II. 


