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Evangelicalism Series) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised The Rise of Evangelicalism: The Age of Edwards, Whitefield and the Wesleys (History of Evangelicalism

Series):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good overall history of the 1st Great AwakeningBy TmanThiswas a
used copy, but it wasin real good shape. | was interested in this period of time for a couple reasons - to see what the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0830825819

1st Great Awakening was about and it's impact on our new country; and because a couple people with my last name
were key in it and mentioned numerous times. The book gives a nice overview, with afair amount of information
regarding the main players. It al'so did a decent job of giving the historical backdrop the events took place in.Anyone
wanting to get a better idea of what the 1st Great Awakening was about, would find this book a good place to start.26
of 26 people found the following review helpful. Mark Noll's Most Engaging BookBy Dr. Marc Axelrodl've always
admired Mark Noll as one of the foremost historians in the evangelical community. His scholarship is balanced, his
judgments are nuanced, and his work is meticulous. What he hasn't been in the past is interesting and fun to read.That
has changed with this compelling first volume in a five volume series on evangelical history. Mark discusses the three
antecedents of American and British evangelicalism: Pietism, Calvinism, and high church Anglicanism. He highlights
influential works by Cotton mather and Jacob Spener, and he depicts the spiritual lethargic landscape in the days prior
to the Northampton revival of 1734.He then discusses the powerful ministries of Jonathan Edwards, George
Whitefield, and John and Charles Wesley. He shows how evangelicalism was shaped by what God did through their
preaching and writing. He underscores epochal sermons by Edwards on justification, and Whitefield's inspiring
extemporaneous sermons that took the colonies by storm.Thisis afast reading book which holds your attention from
the very first page. | had a hard time wading through some of Mark Noll's other books (America's God was tough
reading, History of Christianity in the US and Canada was somewhat tough as well, but this one is right up there with
Doug Sweeney's American Evangelical Movement. Thumbs up!!!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
The Rise of Evangelicalism: The Age of Edwards, Whitfield, and the Wesleys.By Christopher SanchezOne of various
authors delivering afive volume seriestitled A History of Evangelicalism: People, Movements, and Ideas in the
English-Speaking World, Mark Noll published the first volume with his book The Rise of Evangelicalism: The Age of
Edwards, Whitefield and the Wesleys. Focusing primarily on the prominent leaders from 1730's to the 1790's, Noll
seeks to discuss the contributing factors and people that led to the rise of evangelicalism. With the skill of a seasoned
author and accomplished historian, Noll sets the bar high for the series with this work suitable for use by seminarians
yet still accessible for the average reader desiring to know more about this aspect of church history. As one might
expect, Noll'sfirst order of businessin hisintroduction is to provide a framework of common beliefs held by
evangelicals from the 1730's to this present day. Noll calls these core commitments that serve to identify alarge kin
network of churches, societies, books and periodicals, and personal networks that allows for both flexibility and focus
in the five volume series. These familiar commitments are conversion, the Bible and the fact that all spiritual truth is
found in its pages, service to God primarily through evangelism and missions, and the sufficiency of Christ'sdeath in
providing atonement for sin (18 - 19). In hisfirst two chapters, Noll skillfully details developments across Europe and
the colonies in what became America and the movement towards what is referred to as "religion of the heart (52) while
careful to note that these elements had always been present but their proliferation led directly to evangelicalism (53).
Pietism, Calvinism, and High-Church Anglicanism all play rolesin the development of evangelicalism and Noll
spends a sufficient amount of time demonstrating how each influence is part of the character of the emerging
movement. In his fifth chapter, Noll provide a critical assessment of explanations of why evangelical revivals broke
out in the 1730'sand 1740's. He argues that these explanations are only sufficient in specific situations or regions and
fail to explain the overall rise of evangelicalism. Noll goes on to state that became clear is the desire for revival was
more important that the actual revival itself (136 - 37). Noll aso notes that the early leaders were excellent
communicators and were rather young most being in their 20's as evangelicalism developed. Noll aso briefly touches
on the importance of human agency in the development of evangelicalism (141 - 42). A great deal of timeis spent on
the development and later diversification of the movement before arather lengthy conclusion. According to Noll,
evangelicalism was never as much about changing the world as it was about changing the self or creating spiritual
communities where changes people could grow in grace (262). It did not go unnoticed that more women than men
were attracted to early evangelicalism. Anglicans, Moravians, Baptists and Methodists to varying degrees encouraged
women to give testimony about their faith and join men in sitting in judgment on the rest (263 - 64). Noll's generous
footnotes and select bibliography is certainly awealth of resources that should excite the serious student interested in
delving deeper into this period of church history. Though scholarly, The Rise of Evangelicalism: The Age of Edwards,
Whitefield and the Wesleysis an enjoyable read that should not intimidate the casual reader or layperson interested in
the origins of evangelicalism specifically or church history in general. At times Noll does seem to get more focused on
the ancillary historical details and key leaders when time may have been better spent giving afew paragraphs
discussing the common people whose lives were changed a bit more. Still, Noll set out to focus on the leaders and
events that led to the rise of evangelicalism. With that goal in mind, it is easy to conclude that Noll accomplished what
he set out to do in this book. As an introduction to Noll's work for this reader, it served to both inform and whet the
appetite to explore his other works as well as the additional volumesin the series.

Winner of a Christianity Today 2005 Book Award The word evangelical iswidely used and widely misunderstood.
Where did evangelicals come from? What motivated them? How did their influence become so widespread throughout
the world during the eighteenth century? This inaugural book, in a series that charts the course of English-speaking



evangelicalism over the last 300 years, offers a multinational narrative of the origin, development and rapid diffusion
of evangelical movementsin their first two generations. Theology, hymnody, gender, warfare, politics and science are
all taken into consideration. But the focus is on the landmark individuals, events and organizations that shaped the
story of the beginnings of this vibrant Christian movement. The revivalsin Britain and North Americain the mid-
eighteenth century proved to be foundational in the development of the movement, its ethos, beliefs and subsequent
direction. In these revivals, the core commitments of evangelicals were formed that continue to this day. In this
volume you will find the fascinating story of their formation, their strengths and their weaknesses, but always their
dynamism.

From Publishers Weeklyln the inaugural volume of an anticipated five-volume history of evangelicalism, Nall, one of
the deans of American church history, eloquently chronicles the devel opment of evangelicalism in North Americaand
Britain. Defining evangelicalism by four key ingredients (conversion, the Bible, missionary activity and the centrality
of the crossin atonement for sin), Noll traces the contours of religious movements between 1730 and 1790 that he
argues formed the core of the evangelical approach to Christianity. Paving the way for the revivals and religious
reforms in the colonies, Noll points out, were the increasing dissatisfaction with the established church in England and
the subsequent rise of reform movements such as Puritanism and Pietism. Primary among the leaders in colonial
evangelicalism were Jonathan Edwards, George Whitefield and John Wesley, each of whom led peoplein life-
changing revivals emphasizing conversion and atonement. The latter part of the 18th century witnessed the formation
of avariety of religious groupsincluding Baptists and Methodistsflying the evangelical banner. Admirably, Noll
incorporates materials on the roles of women and blacks in evangelicalism, pointing out that writers such as Hannah
More and Olaudah Equiano, aformer slave, offer compelling views on the relationship between gender and race and
evangelical religion. Many will find it strange that Noll anachronistically baptizes Edwards as an evangelical when he
saw himself as a Calvinist. Otherwise, Noll's fine study is marked by his usual graceful style and his peerlessinsights
into American religious history. Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
reserved. "Carefully researched and well-written analysis. . . . Pleasingly clear writing style. . . . Thisbook is highly
recommended as areliable and insightful account of the rise of evangelical Christianity." (Mark Hepner, Ashland
Theological Journal)"There isto date no more succinct or accessible an introduction to the far-flung networks of
friendships and rivalries that inspired these transforming cultural movements." (The Journal of Religion)"This
remarkable book provides an illuminating synthesis of the origins of evangelical culture. Noll travels easily across
Great Britain, the European continent and North America, uncovering the intricate interplay of heroic theologians and
their disciples, transformative ideas, and responsive congregants. He balances revealing examples against strikingly
clear presentations of theologies within the social and political cultures of instability that included religious warfare,
Atlantic exploration and settlement, and the rise of commercial capitalism. The result is a powerful narrative that
envisions evangelicalism as the product of its era as well as an ascendant force that would change radically the nature
of religious culture in Britain and North America." (Marilyn J. Westerkamp, University of California, Santa
Cruz)"Evangelicalism is heart-religion upheld and propelled by a variety of aids both temporal and spiritual. The
historical form of the religion we are familiar with is of relatively recent vintage, but its seeds can be traced to ancient
soil. Mark Noll's book describes the eighteenth-century background of evangelicalism, showing how its taproot gave
us alarge trans-Atlantic stem of awakening, and how that in turn produced a good number of branches and no small
amount of fruit. Without ignoring the bramble mixed with the fruit, Noll offers an authoritative, surefooted guide
through the halls of fractious contention and unyielding disputations that marked the origins of evangelical thought. It
is clear from his account that excitement was linked to vigilant wariness and fastidious attention to ideas. The book is
avaluable summary of an important force in eighteenth-century intellectual thought and ideas." (Lamin Sanneh,
historian of religion, professor at Y ale University and coauthor of Abolitionists Abroad: American Blacks and the
Making of Modern West Africa)From the Inside FlapA History of Evangelicalism: People, Movements and Ideasin
the English-Speaking World General Editors: David W. Bebbington and Mark A. Noll This five-volume series seeks
to integrate the social and intellectual history of a diverse yet cohesive Christian movement over the last three hundred
years. The associations, books, practices, beliefs, networks of influence and prominent individuals which descended
from the eighteenth-century British and North American revivals all comeinto view. Accessible to awide range of
readers, these volumes provide not only factual details but also fascinating interpretations of a movement that is still
influential today. "Mark Noll's book describes the eighteenth-century background of evangelicalism, showing how its
taproot gave us alarge trans-Atlantic stem of awakening, and how that in turn produced a good number of branches
and no small amount of fruit. Without ignoring the bramble mixed with the fruit, Noll offers an authoritative,
surefooted guide through the halls of fractious contention and unyielding disputations that marked the origins of
evangelical thought. It is clear from his account that excitement was linked to vigilant wariness and fastidious attention
toideas. The book is avauable summary of an important force in18th century intellectual thought and ideas.” Lamin
Sanneh, Y ale University "This remarkable book provides an illuminating synthesis of the origins of evangelical
culture. Noll travels easily across Great Britain, the European continent, and North America uncovering the intricate



interplay of heroic theologians and their disciples, transformative ideas, and responsive congregants. He balances
revealing examples against strikingly clear presentations of theologies within the social and political cultures of
instability that included religious warfare, Atlantic exploration and settlement, and the rise of commercial capitalism.
Theresult is apowerful narrative that envisions evangelicalism as the product of its era as well as an ascendant force
that would change radically the nature of religious culture in Britain and North America" Marilyn J. Westerkamp,

University of California, Santa Cruz



