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John Buchanan : The Road to Guilford Courthouse: The American Revolution in the Carolinas before

purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Road to Guilford
Courthouse: The American Revolution in the Carolinas:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great ReadBy CustomerThis book is great so far. | have at least 2
grandfathers and uncles who fought in this battle. I've been wanting to read about it for ayear and am thankful to have


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0471327166

found this book on Kindle. .0 of O people found the following review helpful. Wonderful Scholarship - Great ReadBy
cowpens06!l have read this book, and re-read parts of it several times. It sheds great light and understanding about the
critical year of 1780-1781 for the American Revolution. Many accounts of the American Revolution focus on the
struggle in the Northern States. However, the road to Y orktown came through the Southern States - via the Battles of
Kings Mountain, Cowpens and Guilford Courthouse. This book carefully documents to Southern culture and
participation in the War for Independence. Just when all seemed lost, Nathaniel Greene and Daniel Morgan (and
others) arrive on the seen and brilliantly frustrate and bleed the British forces under Cornwallis - forcing them to their
destiny at Y orktown. Buy it, read it - you will not be disappointed.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Recommended Highly For Those Wanting to Understand the Revolutionary War in the SouthBy Joseph M. Sulocl am
getting areal feel for what happened in the South during the Revolutionary War. The author seems quite
knowledgeable, and | especially liked his "supported opinions’ regarding strategy and the quality of the officers.
Didn't always agree, but | could see why he made the judgments he did.Some might find the biographical sketches of
major players at the start of each chapter to be adistraction. | am not one of these. They helped me get afeel for--and
connected to-- the individuals.

A brilliant account of the proud and ferocious American fighters who stood up to the British forces in savage battles
crucia in deciding both the fate of the Carolina colonies and the outcome of the war.""A tense, exciting historical
account of alittle known chapter of the Revolution, displaying history writing at its best.""--Kirkus Reviews""'His
compelling narrative brings readers closer than ever before to the reality of Revolutionary warfare in the Carolinas.""--
Raleigh News Observer. ""Buchanan makes the subject come alive like few others | have seen."" --Dennis Conrad,
Editor, The Nathanael Greene Papers.""John Buchanan offers us a lively, accurate account of acritical period in the
War of Independence in the South. Based on numerous printed primary and secondary sources, it deserves alarge
reading audience."" --Don Higginbotham, Professor of History, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

.com Most of us are familiar with the role that North and South Carolina played in the American Civil War: if nothing
else, every grade-schooler knows the significance of the 1861 bombardment of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. But
to popular historian John Buchanan, "that tragedy is of far lessinterest than the American Revolution. The Revolution
was the most important event in American history. The Civil War was unfinished business." And the Carolinas,
Buchanan convincingly argues, were the most critical theater in that conflict, with their wild Back Country seeing "a
little-known but savage civil war far exceeding anything in the North." The Road to Guilford Courthouse is no less
than atour de force of pop military scholarship, an exhaustive battle-by-battle account of the Crown's grinding march
to wrest the Carolinas from the resourceful Rebels. Beginning with Colonel William Moultrie's valiant defense atop
the palmetto ramparts of Fort Sullivan against an outhumbering force of British men-of-war to the final "long,
obstinate, and bloody" exchange at Guilford Courthouse, Buchanan meticulously recounts each skirmish, battle, and
shift of strategy in the campaign. Relying on copious primary and secondary sources, he brings the combatants to life,
from the worthy but somewhat obscure, such as Nathanael Greene, whom George Washington considered to be his
successor should he fall, to soon-to-be legends such as Francis Marion, the Swamp Fox. --Paul HughesFrom
BooklistThis outstanding popular military history covers the American Revolution in North and South Carolina. More
divided than any other region between patriot and Tory, the Carolinas were the scene of atwo-year British campaign
(1780"-81) to raise the country for the crown. Lord Cornwallis began well by taking Charleston but subsequently
found himself facing an assortment of American generals who could not win but refused to submit. Cornwallis was
also hindered as much as helped by the Tories, whose militia efforts were never as successful as those of their patriot
counterparts. Eventually, lack of supplies rather than actual defeat drove Cornwallisinto Virginiaand on the road to

Y orktown. Buchanan writes with superlative clarity and considerable wit, providing character sketches better than
many novelists, while maintaining balance in judgment and thoroughness in research (the annotated bibliography is
valuable to beginning and entrenched students of the Revolution alike). Altogether, an accomplishment of the same
high order as Robinson's Good Y ear to Die (1995) and McPherson's Civil War historiography. Roland GreenFrom
Kirkus sA sweeping yet richly detailed history of the American Revolution in the Carolinas, chronicling the 178081
campaign of British forces to reclaim those two colonies. Buchanan (former archivist at Cornell and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art) reminds us that the war for the southern colonies, a struggle ""long, bloody, and obstinate," was of
crucial importance to the revolution's outcome, yet it has received |ess attention than some of the northern campaigns.
Determined to regain the rich Carolina farmland, the British, under Lord Cornwallis, combined their forces with
considerable numbers of local Tories. They eventually captured Charleston and destroyed the American forces at the
battle of Camden (largely because of the inept leadership of General Horatio Gates). Tarleton's hated British Legion
rode roughshod over the countryside, launching repeated swift, brutal attacks against civilians and militias, burning
homes, confiscating livestock, and hanging some who resisted. The violence only rekindled opposition among
Carolinians, who flocked to such ingenious guerrilla chiefs as Thomas Sumter, Dan Morgan, and Francis (the
““Swamp Fox") Marion. Their groups constantly harassed both the crack British regulars and the Tory militia.



Buchanan vigorously describes the nature of guerrillawarfare in the South, and traces the series of skirmishes waged
by rejuvenated American forces, culminating in the great American victory at Kings Mountain.The battles of Cowpens
and Guilford Court House, although technically victories for the British, proved to be the last gasp for the Crown's
badly damaged forces. Buchanan provides fine sketches of the many remarkable men who fought on both sides during
the campaign, and vivid descriptions of 18th-century warfare. A tense, exciting historical account of alittle-known
chapter of the Revolution, displaying history writing at its best. -- Copyright 1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights
reserved.



