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Dith O hOgain, Daithi O'Hogain : The Sacred Isle: Pre-Christian Religionsin Ireland before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Sacred Isle: Pre-Christian Religionsin

Ireland:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Celtic living, loving and dying.By Kindle Customerlt is a good book
to read but you have to be able to see between the lines. Thisiswritten to help explain how the Celts may have lived,
loved and died. Some facts are here but since our ancestors didn't leave alot of written prose for us alot of it is drawn
from other cultures around the same time as the Celts. None the less it is well worth reading.10 of 11 people found the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0851157475

following review helpful. Y es!By BottledHammerExcellent! Very blunt, well put, and provides the information in a
way that is no nonsense, straight way. Loved it.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Frustrating! By
AnonymousExcellent text. Precise annotations. Comprehensive bibliography. But no index. This omission is sure to
frustrate any researcher who intends the book as a reference source.

The myths and legends of prehistoric Ireland have inspired writers through the ages, down to W.B. Y eats and Seamus
Heaney in our own century, but what do we know of the realities of ancient Irish belief? Daithi O hOgain's book
approaches the question by studying archaeological remains such as tumuli, stone henges and circular enclosures and
analysing the rich materials that have been handed down both in the great cycles of Irish heroic tales and the humble
but significant survivals of modern folklore, for instance the traditions associated with wells and springs. Drawing
evidence from these varied sources, he arrives at a balanced picture of a society and its beliefs which have all too often
been the subject of conjecture and fancy.

An excellent book... a highly accessible and lively assessment of ¢ ontinuity and change in belief and religion from pre-
Celtic times through to the arrival of St Patrick. ...A fine book and to be recommended to a wide readership, especialy
to al those who think that Irish history started in 1601. --Irish Studies The focus of this book is the evidence for pagan
cult systemsin ancient Ireland, particularly the period 500BC to AD600...on the whole a thoroughly researched and
rigorously referenced study... a useful reference work. --Zeitschrft Fur Celtische PhilologieAbout the AuthorDAITHI

O HOGAIN is Associate Professor of Folklore at University College Dublin.



