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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. VIP, Very Important Publication for EveryoneBy David 
GlassThomas Berry is the dean of global reasonableness in all fields of endeavor, sensitive to and a proponent of the 
re-sacral-ization of reality on all levels and fronts. He speaks to the most reasonable and intelligent readers as a voice 
of sanity and responsibility in a world looking for new leadership and guidance. Expertly written by an excellent and 
thoroughly knowledgeable thinker of the first maginitude.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An 
Exciting Journey of Faith for the 21st CenturyBy Rev. David PriceThomas Berry is a leader before his epoch in a 
recognition of the first revelation of God, the Creation. He allows the reader to break away from historical Christian 
frameworks and move to being open and inclusive about the world, the Galaxy and the Universe.This work is perfect 
for a thinking seeker who is on a journey with the intention to integrate faith with contemporary knowledge. It offers 
support to those who are often ridiculed for their courage to break away from religious and especially Christian 
creational understanding and integrate scientific knowledge into their Spiritual practice.It is a good book of essays by a 
spiritual thinker, who was way ahead of his time and of his own spiritual community.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy Susan CrawfordGreat read.

A leading scholar, cultural historian, and Catholic priest who spent more than fifty years writing about our engagement 
with the Earth, Thomas Berry possessed prophetic insight into the rampant destruction of ecosystems and the 
extinction of species. In this book he makes a persuasive case for an interreligious dialogue that can better confront the 
environmental problems of the twenty-first century. These erudite and keenly sympathetic essays represent Berry's 
best work, covering such issues as human beings' modern alienation from nature and the possibilities of future, 
regenerative forms of religious experience. Asking that we create a new story of the universe and the emergence of the 
Earth within it, Berry resituates the human spirit within a sacred totality.

From Publishers WeeklyThe subtitle declares that these collected essays, published from 1972 to 2001, are still 
relevant. Readers confronting the planetary degradation that Berry chronicles in later essays and those recognizing a 
basic human need for spirituality will likely agree. Berry, a Catholic priest and author of The Dream of the Earth, 
devoted his life's work to connecting modern people with a spirituality that respects and is fed by our relationship with 
nature. In four parts, this book addresses how the history and diversity of world religions offer ways to engage with 
Earth; how it is necessary to connect with a spirituality that is Earth derived; how science can be in conversation with 
the religious sensibilities of wonder and awe; and how our relationship to the natural world is crucial to our 
spirituality. In the earliest essays, Berry sounds most optimistic and urges readers to reconcile modern impulses and 
technology with religious traditions. The later essays strike a more imperative tone, pressing for a change of mind and 
soul to deeply engage our sacred universe. The essay collection acquires even more significance and urgency in light 
of Berry's death in June. (Sept.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved. Dedicated readers of ecology, theology, or religious philosophy will want to savor each one [of these 
essays]. (Library Journal)The volume is a fair encapsulation of the intellectual concerns for which Berry is best 
known. (Christina Peppard Commonweal)Thoams Berry demonstrattes in these papers the qualities he calls for: 
humanist vision and imagination. (Resurgence)When encountering the essays, one is struck by the clarity of analyses 
showing humanity's destructive antagonism toward the Earth. In them we observe the gradual evocation of a vision in 
which this antagonism is overcome so that we can live in harmony and peace on our planetary home. (Norman Wirzba 
Journal of the American Academy of Religion)The Sacred Universe is an important, inspiring compendium of the 
thought of a great soul and spiritually profound seeker, who cogently and consistently reminds, even after his death, 
that we must learn to feel at home in the universe. (Stephen B. Scharper America)This text will serve as an excellent 
introduction to [Thomas] Berry... (Peter Ellard, Siena College The International Journal of Environmental Studies) By 
developing a sustained critique of technology-enhanced consumerism, Berry makes a powerful call for a return to core 
values that include connectivity with nature and a quest for a reimagination of religious meaning. (Christopher Key 
Chapple, Loyola Marymount University ) 


