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Frances Hill : The Salem Witch Trials Reader  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Salem Witch Trials Reader: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An Indepth Study Of The Events In Salem Village In 1692By 
Willard ReedThis is an excellent study of the people involved, including; the accusers, the accused, the judges, the so 
called guilty, the clergy and those indirectly affected. The author gives an indepth discussion of the Religious doctrine 
of 17th century Bay area Mass., which gives a good understanding of why these events occurred. Some of last of this e 
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book is a collection of; how, various history writers have treated this subject, how some fiction writers have used those 
long ago events and some the plays that have resulted. The author has included excellent notes and an excellent 
bibliography. I highly recommend the Salem Witch Trials Reader.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. If 
At First, You Don't Succeed ...By RozyvaniaI purchased this book in Boston, Mass in 2003 when I went on a Witch 
Trial Tour and never tried to read it until this past year. It seemed hard to get into so I stopped right away. I tried it a 
second time and them found reason after reason to not pick it up. (It was too heavy to lay in bed with, I didn't want to 
ruin my souvenir.) Anyway ... My husband purchased a Kindle for my last birthday and this book was available on 
Kindle. I read it all the way through and this is my take on it. I found myself reading it in an English / British accent 
due to the archaic language and that mostly English were settling in Boston at the time. It was funny to catch myself 
reading it that way. This is very disturbing to read at times, due to the obvious ignorance that ran rampant and at times, 
laughable. It was actually transcripts mixed with pictures, mixed with actual letters and church surmons from the time. 
It was at times repetitive and could have been better organized but I guess I should be more understanding and give 
them some slack considering how long ago this is and how hard it must have been to track down the materials to put 
this work together. It is definitely worth reading and I would do it again if I wanted to channel my inner English 
Madam or Brit! No matter how it is put together, if you are fascinated with this period of mass hysteria, you will love 
the different takes this book lends to this embarrassing time that can't be forgotten.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Great book!#!By JustARandomReaderI love to read And I love books! This is a great read. I couldnt 
put the book down!!!

Against the backdrop of a Puritan theocracy threatened by change, in a population terrified not only of eternal 
damnation but of the earthly dangers of Indian massacres and recurrent smallpox epidemics, a small group of girls 
denounces a black slave and others as worshipers of Satan. Within two years, twenty men and women are hanged or 
pressed to death and over a hundred others imprisoned and impoverished. In The Salem Witch Trials Reader, Frances 
Hill provides and astutely comments upon the actual documents from the trial--examinations of suspected witches, 
eyewitness accounts of "Satanic influence," as well as the testimony of those who retained their reason and defied the 
madness. Always drawing on firsthand documents, she illustrates the historical background to the witchhunt and 
shows how the trials have been represented, and sometimes distorted, by historians--and how they have fired the 
imaginations of poets, playwrights, and novelists. For those fascinated by the Salem witch trials, this is compelling 
reading and the sourcebook.

About the AuthorFrances Hill is an accomplished journalist and novelist whose previous book on the Salem witch 
trials, A Delusion of Satan, was called "carefully researched and compelling" by Karen Armstrong, the author of A 
History of God. She lives in London. 


