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Howard Eilberg-Schwartz : The Savage in Judaism: An Anthropology of Israelite Religion and Ancient 
Judaism (A Midland Book)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Savage in Judaism: An Anthropology of Israelite Religion and Ancient Judaism (A Midland Book): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Wende Cookperfect condition, this book is eye-
opening and a lot of wisdom packed in it!10 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Illluminating and 
provocativeBy A CustomerInterdisciplinary studies are exciting because they hold the promise of radically new 
insights into familiar subjects. This book lives up to this promise in every way; in fact, it ranks as one of the most 
thought-provoking and enlightening books I have read in years. Applying anthropology to the study of Judaism, the 
author argues persuasively that circumcision among the ancient Israelites, as indeed among many other people, 
originated as a symbol of kinship and as a means of cementing solidarity between father and son and all male cohorts. 
Only later, as Judaism evolved in the direction of ethicizing and historicizing all human experience, did the 
circumcision rite become invested with distinctively Judaic religious significance. Many other provocative insights 
await readers of this book. Admittedly, anthropological studies into worlds now vanished can rarely provide 
conclusive evidence for their theses. Still, this author's approach deserves serious attention by anthropologists, 
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historians, and the general public.3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating!By A 
CustomerInterdisciplinary studies are exciting because they hold the promise of radically new insights into familiar 
subjects. This book lives up to this promise in every way; in fact, it ranks as one of the most thought-provoking and 
enlightening books I have read in years. Applying anthropology to the historical study of Judaism, the author argues 
persuasively that circumcision among the ancient Israelites, as indeed among many other people, originated as a 
symbol of kinship and as a means of cementing solidarity between father and son and all male cohorts. Only later, as 
Judaism evolved in the directing of ethicizing and historicizing all human experience, did the circumcision rite become 
invested with distinctively Judaic religious significance. Many other provocative insights await readers of this book. 
Admittedly, anthropological studies into worlds now vanished can rarely provide conclusive evidence for their theses. 
Still, this author's approach deserves serious attention from anthropologists, historians, and the general public.


