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Shelley Wachsmann : The Sea of Galilee Boat (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Sea of Galilee Boat (Ed 
Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series): 
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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A fascinating review of a unique archaeological adventureBy W. 
David MangumDr Wachsmann's book is a detailed and entertaining saga about the discovery, recovery, movement, 
restoration and display of a unique archaeological artifact. The author draws you into the first hand account of every 
step, every challenge, every trial, every setback and every victory involved in the process of removing and restoring 
the one and only ancient Sea of Galilee boat ever found. The attention to the detail of the process and the description 
of the major characters involved makes this account read more like a novel than like the first hand archaeological 
report that it is. In everyday language and with patient detailed explanation, every step is made clear. The illustrations, 
though basic and in black and white, proove very helpful in visualizing things that are described. The historic 
references also add depth and detail to the mystery of answering the questions about the date, ownership and use of 
this boat. Also, having read the several references in the Gospels that refer to Jesus being in boats on Galilee, being 
able to picture such a typical fishing boat that was from the first century has added additional color and richness to 
those Gospel accounts.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Phenomenal StoryBy C. MillerI never 
expected to enjoy an archeological story so much. The art and science of discovery masterfully engages the reader 
with suspense, history, human interactions, and innovative thinking. I could not put this book down. I hope Hollywood 
makes a movie of this intriguing and compelling story.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Book 
commentsBy Patricia HickamI loved this book! What a great story. Not just a "story" but an event that actually took 
place. I saw "the boat" while in Israel on a tour last March. I plan to read the book again at a future date.

WINNER of the Biblical Archaeology Societys Award for best popular book published in archaeology. On a cold, 
cloudy day in early February 1985, Shelley Wachsmann, then resident nautical archaeologist for the Israel Department 
of Antiquities and Museums, drove to Kibbutz Ginosar, an agricultural settlement near the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee. Two brothers, avid amateur archaeologists, had found a boat buried in the lake, its outlines revealed by 
receding lake waters. The boat was "possibly ancient," according to the handwritten note placed on Wachsmann's desk 
a day or two before.

From Publishers WeeklyNautical archeologist Wachsmann in 1986 led the Israeli team that excavated a fishing boat 
that may have plied the Sea of Galilee in the time of Jesus. Discovered by kibbutz members on the sea's muddy floor, 
the 26-foot-long vessel, built mainly of Lebanese cedar and oak, has been radiocarbon-dated to roughly 15 B.C. (give 
or take 85 years). An arrowhead like those used by Roman archers in the First Jewish Revolt was found on the boat, 
leading to speculation that the vessel was used by Jewish rebels in the naval battle of Migdal (birthplace of Mary 
Magdalene), when Roman soldiers slaughtered some 6700 Jews in 67 A.D. Although this "generic fishing boat" 
cannot be definitively linked to either the Gospel stories or the Jewish rebellion in Galilee, Wachsmann's engrossing 
account of its excavation and restoration, enlivened by photographs and drawings, provides a well-positioned window 
on the biblical past. The author is an assistant professor of biblical archeology at Texas AM University. Copyright 
1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. "The storyline style and the author's personal engagement with it in turn provide 
the reader with an informative and captivating experience with the boat itself. The book is an excellent model for 
archaeological reporting that bridges the gap between research and the lay reader." --The Biblical Archaeologist 


