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Samuel Bawlf : The Secret Voyage of Sir Francis Drake: 1577-1580 before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Secret Voyage of Sir Francis Drake: 1577-1580:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Oh well!By Charles S. Fisherlt was afun read and | really wanted to


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802714056

believe the authors theory. After all my Marin County neighbors are too stuck up about their countys marvels,
including Drakes Bay. | thought it would be a good come-uppance for them to find out one of their precious claims
turns out to be false. | read the book years ago when it came out and was convinced. | have read alot about Drake
since. It has been so long since | read the book, that | dont remember the details. One reviewer claims that BawlIf has
many historical errors and comes up with nothing new. But | like hisidea of the Elizabethan CIA hiding the true facts
of Drakesvoyages. And if | got the right book, about Drake abandoning some of his men in Oregon, several making it
all the way to Mexico. If we only had the notes of the Spanish Inquisition we might find out what their debriefing
(maybe torturing) of them reveals about indigenous life in California before contact. Where Bawlf really seemsto fail
isin his anthropology. Drakes description fits the natives of the Point Reyes peninsula and not Vancouver Island.So |
haveto let go of my dream and suffer the indignity of losing a bit of my Canadian chauvinism. Oh, well! | gave it four
starsfor its entertainment, not its accuracy.Charlie FisherO of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great
readBy JackbNymbulll really like the Author's writing style and he makes the 15th and 16th century history
interesting. For thefirst timein my life, I'm taking an interest in it. If you're interested in Sir Francis Drake, thisisa
well written, fairly easy to read perspective, onethat | highly recommend. Though be warned, you may be interested
in taking up piracy as a2nd career as aresult.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Intrigues and
counterintelligenceBy CustomerEntrancing that there may well have been that degree of counterintelligence operations
in Drake'stime. The level of detail that the author researched and reported in a good narrative was impressive, if abit
lengthy. | enjoyed the book.

On September 26, 1580, Francis Drake sailed his ship, the Golden Hinde, into Plymouth Harbor on the southwest
coast of England. He had long been given up for lost, and rumors quickly circulated about where he had been on his
three-year round-the-world voyage, and about the plunder he had brought home to fill Queen Elizabeth's treasury.
However, aveil of secrecy was immediately imposed on the expedition: Drake's journals and charts were impounded,
and his men were forbidden, on pain of death, to divulge where they had beenespecially during the summer of 1579,
when they had dropped from sight in the North Pacific. In hindsight, Drake's journey was arguably the greatest sea
voyage of all time. In aship barely one hundred feet long, he sailed more than 40,000 miles, much of the voyage at
extraordinary speed; disrupted the Spanish Empire in the New World; encountered often hostile native peoples on four
continents; narrowly escaped disaster on numerous occasions; and became the first captain to circumnavigate the
globe. Samuel BawlIf masterfully recounts the drama of this extraordinary expedition within the context of England's
struggle to withstand the aggression of Catholic Europe and Drake's ambition for English enterprise in the Pacific. He
offersfascinating insight into life at seain the sixteenth centuryfrom the dangers of mutiny and the lack of knowledge
about wind and current to the arduous physical challenges faced every day by Drake's men. But it is Bawlf's assertion
of Drake's whereabouts in the summer of 1579 that gives his book even greater originality. From a seminal study of
maps of the period, Bawlf shows with certainty that Drake sailed all the way to Alaskamuch farther than anyone has
heretofore imaginedthereby rewriting the history of exploration. Drake was, Bawlf claims, in search of the western
entrance to the fabled Northwest Passage, at which he planned to found England's first colony, which could wrest
control of the Pacific, and the wealth of the East Indies, from Spain. Drake's voyage was, in fact, far ahead of itstime:
another 200 years would pass before the eighteenth-century explorers of record reached the northwest coast of North
America.A cast of luminous characters runs through The Secret Voyage of Sir Francis Drake: Philip Il of Spain,
Europe's most powerful monarch; Elizabeth's spymaster and powerful advisor, Francis Wal singham; the encyclopedic
cosmographer John Dee; and Abraham Ortelius, the great Dutch mapmaker to whom Drake leaked his Pacific
discoveries. In the end, though, it is Francis Drake himself who comes most fully to life through the lens of his epic
voyage. Remembered most as a privateer and for hisvictory over the Spanish Armada, the Drake that emerges from
these pages is so much more: adynamic leader of men, a brilliant navigator and sailor, and surely one of history's most
daring explorers.

From Publishers WeeklyMaritime historian Bawlf skillfully uncovers new information regarding Drake's
circumnavigation of the globe, which began, amidst political and religious upheaval in Europe, in 1577. Until now,
Drake's secret voyage-the exploration of the Pacific Northwest in hopes of finding the fabled Northwest Passage to
eastern trade routes, and to establish a British colony in the New World-was hidden under a"cloak of secrecy” dueto
Drake's complicated relationship with Queen Elizabeth and England's precarious political situation with Spain. With
braided historical, nautical, geographical and imagined narrative elements, Drake's voyage unfolds slowly at first, and
at times lags under the weight of all Bawlf attemptsto include. But once underway, it becomes an increasingly
compelling tale, as Drake earns his reputation as "one of the greatest mariners that sail[ed] the seas, both as a havigator
and as acommander,” feared by his enemies for the "alarming scope of his[pirating] success.” The account is
thoroughly researched and carefully plotted, but Bawlf's true accomplishment is his humanization of historical icon
Drake, ademanding, unyielding captain and ruthless sacker of Spanish ships and colonies, while at the sasmetime a
man who was deeply religious, who treated his captives with courtesy and was eager to establish strong bonds with the



indigenous people he encountered along hisjourney. In the end, what resonates most is Drake's disappointment at
being denied public ownership of his most important discoveries. This sympathetic, thorough treatment adds greater
dimension to an already celebrated life. 60 bw illus., 20 maps. Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.From
BooklistTo solve amystery about Drake's circumnavigation of the globe, Bawlf narrates the sea dog's voyage and
plumbs maps and chronicles published in itsimmediate wake. Although Drake's trashing of Spanish galleons and
towns in Americawas alucrative boon and sensational propaganda for Elizabeth | in her sinuous maneuverings
against Philip 11, Drake's precise route through the Pacific was purposely obfuscated. The concealment annoyed
cartographers such as Mercator, whose frustration Bawlf quotes, but energizes the author's scrutiny of maps.
Reproduced profusely in thiswork, the charts show islets off the northwest coast of North America. Drake also
vaguely recorded geographic landmarksin the region (e.g., "frozen land"). Bawlf melds these details into a conjecture
that Drake poked the Golden Hinde around Vancouver Island and its labyrinthine waters. Mavens of maritime history
will tingle at this kind of sleuthing, and they'll rollick aswell in Bawlf's fluid retelling of Drake's drama-filled life at
sea and court. (For afull-blown biography, see John Sugden's Sir Francis Drake, 1992.) Gilbert TaylorCopyright
American Library Association. All rights reserved A fresh and compelling account of Elizabethan intrigue. -- James P.
Delgado, author of Acrossthe Top of the World



