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Marcus Rediker : The Slave Ship: A Human History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Slave Ship: A Human History: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Marcus Redikers The Slave Ship: A Human History examines ...By 
Jake ZirkleMarcus Redikers The Slave Ship: A Human History examines the floating dungeons that transported 
millions of Africans to the Americas. Professor of History at the University of Pittsburgh, Marcus Rediker illustrates 
the horrific truths of the slave trade. Redikers subtitle to this book, A Human History, exemplifies one of the main 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0143114255


purposes of this book, which is to highlight the humanity of those taken from their homes and forced upon these ships. 
Redikers book is extremely well-written and it is utterly gripping. The manner in which he conveys the various stories 
of slaves, slavers, and other involved parties is enthralling. This work is very heavy and can sometimes be hard to 
read. The numerous acts of brutality against the enslaved are simply horrific. Some of the stories he tells are 
reminiscent of those from the holocaust. Rediker does a phenomenal job in capturing life in the wooden world. The 
use of personal accounts of life on the slave ships help paint a reliable picture of the reality aboard these vessels. By 
combining stories from slaves, captains, seaman, and merchants, it is possible to reconstruct the conditions aboard the 
ships by looking for similarities between the stories. Rediker understands this and uses an almost overwhelming 
amount of first-hand accounts to drive home the truth of these ships, which helped shaped the modern Western world. 
This book is important because it reconnects Africa with the greater Atlantic world. Modern Atlantic histories are 
generally concerned with Europe and North America, but it is clear that Africa needs to be included in these histories. 
Allison Games writes, The comparative absence of Africa in conceptualizations of the Atlantic is a consequence both 
of the dominance of Atlantic history by historians of the North Atlantic and of enduring Eurocentrism. (Games) 
Marcus Rediker has created a tremendous work that is filled with a treasure trove of information. While it is a bit 
disjointed, the quality of the research far outweighs the minor structural problems. This book highlights the brutality 
and the horrors of the middle passage and the struggles those imprisoned onboard faced.5 of 5 people found the 
following review helpful. Great Read on a Controversial TopicBy SykoutI read the kindle edition, and being a student 
of history this book contains excellent descriptive stories of the horrid experiences on board the slave ship. Rediker 
paints a vivid scene of the death machine known as the slave ship, and this human variable affecting slave mortality is 
made well known through his specific examples of the evil treatment on the slaves.This title is a must read for anyone 
interested on the topic, and is a excellent diversion from those historians and statisticians who tend to manipulate the 
numbers and the bogus statistics in order to conclude their arguments about the specifics of mortality on board slave 
ships. Rediker reveals to the reader that not all ships were the same, and that goes the same for the crew. Human 
involvement during this time was the quintessential variable impacting the slave trade and that is made crystal clear by 
Rediker's gruesome, descriptive writing.This is a definite must have for anyone's collection on this material.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Numbers don't lie. And Rdiker's book actually gave me ...By 
CrystalNumbers don't lie. And Rdiker's book actually gave me more insight into my dominant U.S. heritage: if 
11,213,000 Africans were shipped to the Caribbean and South "America" with only 500,000 or so of those landing on 
"U.S." shores where did all the other people come from to make up the U.S. slave population come from? They didn't 
breed a couple of million people in forty years now did they? Hmm.This is a brillantly written account The Middle 
Passage factory.

Masterly.Adam Hochschild, The New York Times Book ReviewIn this widely praised history of an infamous 
institution, award-winning scholar Marcus Rediker shines a light into the darkest corners of the British and American 
slave ships of the eighteenth century. Drawing on thirty years of research in maritime archives, court records, diaries, 
and firsthand accounts, The Slave Ship is riveting and sobering in its revelations, reconstructing in chilling detail a 
world nearly lost to history: the "floating dungeons" at the forefront of the birth of African American culture.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . In this groundbreaking work, historian and scholar Rediker considers the 
relationships between the slave ship captain and his crew, between the sailors and the slaves, and among the captives 
themselves as they endured the violent, terror-filled and often deadly journey between the coasts of Africa and 
America. While he makes fresh use of those who left their mark in written records (Olaudah Equiano, James Field 
Stanfield, John Newton), Rediker is remarkably attentive to the experiences of the enslaved women, from whom we 
have no written accounts, and of the common seaman, who he says was a victim of the slave trade... and a victimizer. 
Regarding these vessels as a strange and potent combination of war machine, mobile prison, and factory, Rediker 
expands the scholarship on how the ships not only delivered millions of people to slavery, [but] prepared them for it. 
He engages readers in maritime detail (how ships were made, how crews were fed) and renders the archival (letters, 
logs and legal hearings) accessible. Painful as this powerful book often is, Rediker does not lose sight of the humanity 
of even the most egregious participants, from African traders to English merchants. (Oct. 8) Copyright Reed Business 
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From Bookmarks MagazineMarcus Rediker is 
professor of maritime history at the University of Pittsburgh and the author of Between the Devil and the Deep Blue 
Sea (1987), The Many-Headed Hydra (2000), and Villains of All Nations (2005), books that explore seafaring, piracy, 
and the origins of globalization. In The Slave Ship, Rediker combines exhaustive research with an astute and highly 
readable synthesis of the material, balancing documentary snapshots with an ear for gripping narrative. Critics 
compare the impact of Redikers history, unique for its ship-deck perspective, to similarly compelling fictional 
accounts of slavery in Toni Morrisons Beloved and Charles Johnsons Middle Passage. Even scholars who have written 
on the subject defer to Redikers vast knowledge of the subject. Bottom line: The Slave Ship is sure to become a classic 
of its subject.Copyright 2004 Phillips Nelson Media, Inc. Masterly.Adam Hochschild, The New York Times Book 



Searingly brilliant.Los Angeles Times Book I was hardly prepared for the profound emotional impact of The Slave 
Ship: A Human History. Reading it established a transformative and never to be severed bond with my African 
ancestors who were cargo in slave ships over a period of four centuries.Alice Walker The Slave Ship is the best of 
histories, deeply researched, brilliantly formulated, and morally informed.Ira Berlin, author of Many Thousands Gone 


