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Henry Kamen : The Spanish Inquisition: A Historical Revision, Fourth Edition  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Spanish Inquisition: A Historical Revision, Fourth 
Edition: 

25 of 25 people found the following review helpful. Thorough, scholarly, fascinating and essentialBy Donna M. 
StewartI really got a lot out of reading this book. It is a scholarly book, but is accessible to the general reader. Kamen 
takes pains to put the Spanish Inquisition within its context of historical, political, and practical spheres. Dare I use the 
word "balanced" to describe this portrayal of the much-maligned institution? In another field, Kamen may be 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300180519


considered nearly an apologist, but careful reading of the text reveals the author not so concerned with defending the 
Inquisition as with avoiding the calumny that has plagued other portrayals.I read this book to prepare for and as an 
accompaniment to a trip to Spain, and it most definitely enriched my experience of that country. I am glad Kamen took 
the time and care in writing such a thorough depiction of the Spanish Inquisition. Not a short or easy book, but highly 
recommended to those who want more than the grotesque voyeurism of most Inquisition media.3 of 6 people found 
the following review helpful. This book was shipped immediately and arrived beautifully packaged! My husband 
could not be happier in ...By snowedinThis book was shipped immediately and arrived beautifully packaged! My 
husband could not be happier in fact he's reading it right now!! Best book seller! Highly recommend!!!0 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. very good serviceBy Jaime D CortesAs advertised, very good service

In this completely updated edition of Henry Kamens classic survey of the Spanish Inquisition, the author incorporates 
the latest research in multiple languages to offer a newand thought-provokingview of this fascinating period. Kamen 
sets the notorious Christian tribunal into the broader context of Islamic and Jewish culture in the Mediterranean, 
reassesses its consequences for Jewish culture, measures its impact on Spains intellectual life, and firmly rebuts a 
variety of myths and exaggerations that have distorted understandings of the Inquisition. He concludes with disturbing 
reflections on the impact of state security organizations in our own time.

"Henry Kamens The Spanish Inquisition: A Historical Revision remains the best one-volume survey of this well-
studied institution . . . lucid, engagingly written."Gretchen Starr-Lebeau, Journal of Religion 


