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Joseph Prez : The Spanish Inquisition: A History before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Spanish Inquisition: A History:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Concise, clear, and provocativeBy krebsmanin THE SPANISH
INQUISITION, Joseph Perez takes on a subject that lived several hundred controversial years, and putsits story into a
very readable 225-page book that is at once succinct and comprehensive. One of my biggest obstaclesto the study of
Medieval and Renaissance history isthat | am not a Catholic and dont have much knowledge or interest in the inner
workings of the Church. That was not a problem for me with this book. | understand now that the Spanish Inquisition
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was not the same thing as the regular Medieval Inquisition. The main difference was that it was controlled by the
Crown (and answerable to the King, rather than the Pope), who was not above using areligious court for worldly
political and monetary ends, although it was instituted to maintain the purity and ubiquity of the Catholic faith. Perez
tells the story of the Spanish Inquisition in a straightforward and seemingly objective manner, which | greatly
appreciated. He manages to go into detail on the executions and (rare) tortures without being sensational or grigly. It
seems to me that above al, the Inquisition was an institution of intimidation. If you were accused, you were probably
not going to escape. The so-called trials were conducted in such away that the accused had no opportunity to defend
himself adequately.This book was very enlightening on several levels. Like the best of history writing, it leads the
reader to examine his current environment and see parallels with history. Is Political Correctness todays version of The
Inquisition? (Enforced by the media, it operates outside the law and under zero tolerance policies, is answerable to no
one.)My only objection to the book, and it is minor, isthat the translator transl ates the proper names of the Spanish
and Portuguese rulers into English, so King Pedro is now King Peter and King Juan is now King John. | recently read
ISABELLA THE WARRIOR QUEEN, which used the Spanish names, so | had to check between the two books on a
couple of occasions to seeif the same person was being discussed.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A
bit too biased with minimizing some atrocities, but ...By Rebecca HopperA bit too biased with minimizing some
atrocities, but then it is focused on the Iberian peninsula and not so much the emoire. Same with Kamen's work.0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. History in perfect wordsBy CustomerA very nice powerful book, not easy
to read,

Thisisthe story of 350 years of terror. Established by papal bull in 1478, the first task of the Spanish Inquisition was
to question Jewish converts to Christianity and to expose and execute those found guilty of reversion. Authorities then
turned on Spanish Jews in general, sending 300,000 into exile. Next in line were humanists and Lutherans. No rank
was exempt. Children informed on their parents, merchants on their rivals, and priests upon their bishops. Those
denounced were guilty unless they could prove their innocence. Nearly 32,000 people were publicly burned at the
stake; the fortunate ones were flogged, fined, or imprisoned.

"A scholarly and vivid recasting of apainful erain which 32,000 innocent people went to the stake, is a salutary
reminder of the potential savagery occasioned by religion."John Cornwell, Sunday Times



