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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Stamp Act Crisis:
Prologue to Revolution (Published by the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture and the
University of North Carolina Press):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Though it is more than a half century since Morgan's ...By
JBoswell1740Though it is more than a half century since Morgan's book first appeared, it remains a nonpareil account
of the Stamp Act and itsimpact on both American and England. Written with uncommon clarity and accessibility even
for laymen, it offers a comprehensively detailed but never fussy history of the reasons why the act was imposed on the
colonies, how Americans reacted to it, and how the resulting turmoil laid the groundwork for the outbreak of the
Revolutionary War a decade later. Briefly, the Grenville administration sought to affirm the authority of Parliament to
tax the colonists through the duties on documents, while Americans challenged the right of taxation by alegislative
body in which hey were not represented. After a series of violent protests largely arising in New England, Parliament
repeal ed the tax, though that action did not settle the issues raised during the debate on both sides of the Atlantic. As
Morgan writes, the matter of the "authority of Parliament” against "the rights of Englishmen" was a complex one that
would ultimately lead to war. Despite its age, there is no more perceptive, vital account of the stamp act controversy.
Also worth reading: Bernard Bailyn's knowledgeable biography of Thomas Hutchinson, the tragic colonial governor of
Massachusetts whose fate was tied closely to the act.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fischer and
reads like a storyBy Sherie Ann PetersonThe author's other book The Prologue to a Revolution: The Stamp Act Crisis
isalisted on the syllabus by David Hackett Fischer. This book is similar to the books by Prof. Fischer and reads like a
story. | am using it as aresource for my website PatriotsAndRedcoats.Com.0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Classic colonial American history.By MaxwelINow if we could only have a Kindle edition of the volume of
primary sources that accompanied this work when it was first published.

'Impressive! . . . The authors have given us a searching account of the crisis and provided some memorable portraits of
officialsin Americaimpaled on the dilemma of having to enforce a measure which they themselves opposed.'--New
York Times'A brilliant contribution to the colonial field. Combining great industry, astute scholarship, and avivid
style, the authors have sought 'to recreate two years of American history.' They have succeeded admirably.'--William
and Mary Quarterly 'Required reading for anyone interested in those eventful years preceding the American
Revolution.'--Political Science Quarterly The Stamp Act, the first direct tax on the American colonies, provoked an
immediate and violent response. The Stamp Act Crisis, originally published by UNC Pressin 1953, identifies the
issues that caused the confrontation and explores the ways in which the conflict was a prelude to the American
Revolution.

A brilliant contribution to the colonial field. Combining great industry, astute scholarship, and avivid style, the
authors have sought 'to recreate two years of American history.' They have succeeded admirably.--"William and Mary
Quarterly"Required reading for anyone interested in those eventful years preceding the American Revolution.--
"Political Science Quarterly”Impressive! . . . The authors have given us a searching account of the crisis and provided
some memorable portraits of officialsin Americaimpaled on the dilemma of having to enforce a measure which they
themselves opposed.--"New York Times" A brilliant contribution to the colonial field. Combining great industry,
astute scholarship, and avivid style, the authors have sought 'to recreate two years of American history.' They have
succeeded admirably.--William and Mary Quarterlylmpressive! . . . The authors have given us a searching account of
the crisis and provided some memorable portraits of officialsin Americaimpaled on the dilemma of having to enforce
ameasure which they themselves opposed.--New Y ork TimesRequired reading for anyone interested in those eventful
years preceding the American Revolution.--Political Science QuarterlyAbout the AuthorEdmund S. Morgan is Sterling
Professor of History Emeritus at Yale University. His many books include American Slavery, American Freedom: The
Ordeal of Colonia Virginiaand Inventing the People: The Rise of Popular Sovereignty in England and America.The
late Helen M. Morgan was Eward S. Morgan's wife and collaborator.



