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R. Kent Newmyer : The Supreme Court under Marshall and Taney before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Supreme Court under Marshall and Taney:

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Concise but thoroughBY L. ElliottThis book was assigned in my
Congtitutional History classin law school. | found it to be extremely helpful. Though it was concise (only 100 pages or
s0) it was very thorough and provided a great overview of the social landscape of the country during the Marshall and
Taney years on the Court.Newmeyer does a good job of condensing important cases to their most crucial elements and
relating them to the political and social battles of the time.
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In preparing the long-awaited second edition of his well-liked text, Kent Newmyer consulted the best and most
relevant of the recent scholarship on the antebellum Court, prompting him to revise important points in the story of the
Courts evolution. Nevertheless, the revised edition of the text retains the basic format and the conceptual premise of
the original: the unique contributions of the Marshall and Taney courts taken together laid the foundation for the
modern institution. Understanding the Supreme Court during its formative period provides useful insightsinto its
continued (and hotly debated) involvement in shaping American society. Seminal cases that came before the Court,
such as Marbury v. Madison and Dred Scott v. Sanford are examined in detail. Besides touting a thoroughly revised
bibliographical essay, the second edition of The Supreme Court under Marshall and Taney includes an entirely new
bank of illustrations and an index of important cases, making it perfect as supplementary reading for the U.S. history
survey aswell as coursesin U.S. legal history and the history of the Early Republic.

"Like the first edition, this book will prove invaluable to scholars, teachers, and students. ...Because Newmyer
skillfully treats alarge body of material in such aclear and compelling fashion, this book remains one of the best
studies of the nineteenth-century Supreme Court." (The American Journal of Legal History, Winter 2005)About the
AuthorR. Kent Newmyer is Distinguished Alumni Professor, Emeritus, at the University of Connecticut, and Professor
of Law and History at the University of Connecticut School of Law, where he teaches coursesin American
constitutional and legal history. His teaching and research speciaty isthe legal and political history of the early
republic. Hisjudicial biography, Joseph Story: Statesman of the Old Republic (1985), received the Littleton-Griswold
Award from the American Historical Association for the best book on law and society for 1985; a Certificate of Merit
from the American Bar Association; and the Benchmark Book Award for 1985-86 in recognition of its contribution to
legal history and the role of the judiciary. His most recent work, John Marshall and the Heroic Age of the Supreme
Court (2001), received the Jules and Frances Landry Award from LSU Press and was the winner of the Fifth Annual
Library of Virginia Award for the best nonfiction book for 2002.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved." The Supreme Court under Chief Justices, Marshall and Taney, from 1801 to 1864, spanned the formative
years of the republic. During this period the American people cast off the institutional and psychological vestiges of
colonial status and established the political and economic foundations, the intellectual assumptions, and the social
priorities that would carry the nation into the modern age. In this enterprise of nation building the Court played a
leading role. Not only did it shape the contours of national policy, but, in the process, defined its own powers and
established the ground rules for judicial government.”



