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James Wasserman : The Templars and the Assassins: The Militia of Heaven  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Templars and the Assassins: The Militia of Heaven: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Regenia DobbsEnjoyed reading about the Templars. 
Learned a lot more than what you see on TV programs about them.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A 
classic that tells both sides of the tale, and romanticizes both. Makes the desert duel an entertaining intriguing 
history.By BASSAIA classic that tells both sides of the tale, and romanticizes both. Makes the desert duel an 
entertaining intriguing history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Fantastic Gem Filled with 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=089281859X


Knowledge of Medieval History's Two Most Mysterious Secret SocietiesBy CustomerThis book is phenomenal. James 
Wasserman's well - balanced outlook; his careful analysis of outstanding information; his impressive writing style and 
his mastery of the historical material make this a gem in any historian's library.

An examination of the interactions of the Christian Knights Templar and their Muslim counterparts, the Assassins, and 
of the profound changes in Western society that resulted. Restores the reputation of the secret Muslim order of the 
Assassins, disparaged as the world's first terrorist group. Dispels many myths about the Knights Templar and provides 
the most incisive portrait of them to date. A thousand years ago Christian battled Muslim for possession of a strip of 
land upon which both their religions were founded. These Crusades changed the course of Western history, but less 
known is the fact that they also were the meeting ground for two legendary secret societies: The Knights Templar and 
their Muslim counterparts, the Assassins. In The Templars and the Assassins: The Militia of Heaven, occult scholar 
and secret society member James Wasserman provides compelling evidence that the interaction of the Knights 
Templar and the Assassins in the Holy Land transformed the Templars from the Pope's private army into a true occult 
society, from which they would sow the seeds of the Renaissance and the Western Mystery Tradition. Both orders 
were destroyed as heretical some seven hundred years ago, but Templar survivors are believed to have carried the 
secret teachings of the East into an occult underground, from which sprang both Rosicrucianism and Masonry. 
Assassin survivors, known as Nizari Ismailis, flourish to this day under the spiritual leadership of the Aga Khan. 
Wasserman strips the myths from both groups and penetrates to the heart of their enlightened beliefs and rigorous 
practices, delivering the most probing picture yet of these holy warriors.

"Wasserman adds profoundly to our understanding of the religious, ideological, and initiatory forces that shaped the 
development of Western civilization. [He] brings both impeccable scholarship and a rare gift for making even the most 
complex metaphysical concepts intelligible to his readers." (Michael A. Aquino, Ph.D., High Priest Emeritus, Temple 
of Set)"James Wasserman has done us all a great service by allowing us to access further insights into the beliefs and 
relevance of these traditions. One always looks forward to such well researched and eloquently written expositions." 
(Elias Ibrahim, New Dawn, September-October 2001)"This book provides a fascinating, if speculative, insight into the 
secret life of the holy warriors of Christendom and Islam. Recommended." (The Cauldron, February 2002)"If you are 
interested in the factual stories of these extremely influential organizations, you will find this book fascinating." (Mike 
Gleason, Witchgrove.org, Mar 2007)"A refreshing in-depth look at a critical point in the development of Western 
esotericism. Eschewing the speculations and wild imaginings with which much occult literature is rife, Wasserman 
weaves a fascinating tale based on factual data from the best scholarly sources. He is uniquely qualified to handle the 
subtleties and intricacies of the belief systems and dynamics of these two seminal secret societies." (Christopher S. 
Hyatt, Ph.D., Magus of the Golden Dawn)"Against a sweeping historical backdrop, Wasserman sheds new light on the 
interrelationship of these two most powerful orders of the late mediaeval Middle East, their spiritual ideals, and the 
perennial appeal of their myths." (Hymenaeus Beta, Frater Superior, Ordo Templi Orientis)From the Back 
CoverKNIGHTS TEMPLAR / OCCULT HISTORY "A refreshing in-depth look at a critical point in the development 
of Western esotericism. Eschewing the speculations and wild imaginings with which much occult literature is rife, 
Wasserman weaves a fascinating tale based on factual data from the best scholarly sources. He is uniquely qualified to 
handle the subtleties and intricacies of the belief systems and dynamics of these two seminal secret societies." --
Christopher S. Hyatt, Ph.D., Magus of the Golden Dawn "Against a sweeping historical backdrop, Wasserman 'sheds 
new light on' the interrelationship of these two most powerful orders of the late mediaeval Middle East, their spiritual 
ideals, and the perennial appeal of their myths." --Hymenaeus Beta, Frater Superior, Ordo Templi Orientis 
"Wasserman adds profoundly to our understanding of the religious, ideological, and initiatory forces that shaped the 
development of Western civilization. [He] brings both impeccable scholarship and a rare gift for making even the most 
complex metaphysical concepts intelligible to his readers." --Michael A. Aquino, Ph.D., High Priest Emeritus, Temple 
of Set A thousand years ago Christian battled Muslim for possession of a strip of land upon which both their religions 
were founded. These Crusades changed the course of Western history, but less known is the fact that they also were 
the meeting ground for two legendary secret societies: the Knights Templar and their Muslim counterparts, the 
Assassins. In The Templars and the Assassins: The Militia of Heaven, occult scholar and secret society member James 
Wasserman provides compelling evidence that the interaction of the Knights Templar and the Assassins in the Holy 
Land transformed the Templars from the Pope's private army into a true occult society, from which they would sow 
the seeds of the Renaissance and the Western Mystery Tradition. Both orders were destroyed as heretical some seven 
hundred years ago, but Templar survivors are believed to have carried the secret teachings of the East into an occult 
underground, from which sprang both Rosicrucianism and Masonry. Assassin survivors, known as Nizari Ismailis, 
flourish to this day under the leadership of the Aga Khan. Wasserman strips the myths from both groups and 
penetrates to the heart of their enlightened beliefs and rigorous practices, delivering the most probing picture yet of 
these holy warriors.About the AuthorJames Wasserman has been a member of Ordo Templi Orientis since 1976 and 
has played a key role in numerous seminal publications of Aleister Crowley's literary corpus. He is also responsible for 



the widely celebrated Chronicle edition of The Book of Going Forth by Day, The Egyptian Book of the Dead. His 
numerous writings and editorial efforts maintain a focus on spirituality, creative mythology, secret societies, history, 
religion, and politics. He is a passionate advocate of individual liberty.He has appeared in numerous documentaries on 
The History Channel, National Geographic, and The Discovery Channel, addressed the National Press Club on 
esoteric symbolism, and been a guest on Coast to Coast AM, Thelema Now! and other radio broadcasts and podcasts. 


