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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Boston Puritan HistoryBy OlgaThisis awell-written history of
Puritan Americain the 1630s.. Michael Winship did extensive research to find the facts about Anne Hutchinson's civil
trial (she was banished from the colony) and her church trial (she was excommunicated from the church). The Puritans
left England so they could worship as they chose. However, they would not tolerate any deviation from their beliefs.0
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Thorough and BalancedBy AvaandThis history is a not-for-the-faint-
of-heart reader asit is both wonderfully thorough in its scope but somewhat thick with Puritan theology. However, if
one wants a good sense of what was going on generally, and what the powers-that-be were thinking, in the early
decades of the 17th century (on both sides of the issues), rewards are great. While | admit had some trouble digesting
the details of the theology, | still learned a lot, especially about the context in which this controversy arose ; and got a
much more balanced account of Hutchinson'strial and subsequent banishment.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. Times of hardship.By John D WilsonThisisawell written book about the very early days of this
nation. Anne was well educated for her time, she could not attend school in England where she was born but her
brothers could. She was home schooled, her book to read was the Bible which made her well versed in the scriptures.
she would not take a back seat to the church leaders at her tria therefore she was considered "as unfit for our society".
Thisisagood book for anyone to read, especialy Christians.

Anne Hutchinson was perhaps the most famous Englishwoman in colonial American history, viewed in later centuries
asacrusader for religious liberty and a prototypical feminist. Michael Winship, author of the highly acclaimed
Making Heretics, provides a startlingly new and fresh account of her oft-told tale, disentangling what really happened
from the legends that have misrepresented her for so long. During the 1630s, religious controversies drove a wedge
into the puritan communities of Massachusetts. Anne Hutchinson and other members began to speak out against
mainstream doctrine, while ministers like John Cotton argued for personal discovery of salvation. The puritan fathers
viewed these activities as a direct and dangerous threat to the status quo and engaged in afierce and finally successful
fight against them. Refusing to disavow her beliefs, Hutchinson was put on trial twicefirst for slandering the colony's
ministers, then for heresyand banished from the colony. Combing archives for neglected manuscripts and ancient
books for obscure references, Winship gives new voice to other characters in the drama whose significance has not
previously been understood. Here are Thomas Shepard, a militant heresy hunter who vigorously pursued both Cotton
and Hutchinson; Thomas Dudley, the most important leader in Massachusetts after Governor John Winthrop; Henry
Vane, awell-connected supporter of radical theology; and John Wheelwright, a bellicose minister who was a lightning
rod for the frustrations of other dissidents. Winship also analyzes the political struggle that aimost destroyed the
colony and places Hutchinson's trials within the context of thisturmoil. As Winship shows, although the trials of Anne
Hutchinson and her allies were used ostensibly to protect Massachusetts' Christian society, they instead nearly tore it
apart. His concise, fast-moving, and up-to-date account brings puritan doctrine back into focus, giving us amuch
closer and more informed look at a society marked by religious intolerance and immoderation, one that still echoesin
our own times. Aslong as governments take it upon themselves to define orthodoxies of conscience, The Times and
Trials of Anne Hutchinson will be required reading for students and concerned citizens alike.

The single most comprehensive account of the often-misinterpreted trials of one of Americasfirst great dissenters.
Winships unparalleled understanding of seventeenth-century New England Puritanism supplies a context too
frequently missing from previous accounts.Mary Beth Norton, author of In the Devils Snare: The Salem Witchcraft
Crisisof 1692 The prosecution of Anne Hutchinson was a defining movement in early American history. Winship
vividly describes dramatic courtroom scenes, powerful personalities driven to the edges of their beliefs, and the
relentless hounding of a highly intelligent woman who thought she understood Gods will.Amanda Porterfield, author
of Female Piety in New England: The Emergence of Religious HumanismFrom the Back Cover"The single most
comprehensive account of the often-misinterpreted trials of one of Americasfirst great dissenters. Winship's
unparalleled understanding of seventeenth-century New England Puritanism supplies a context too frequently missing
from previous accounts."-Mary Beth Norton, author of In the Devil's Snare: The Salem Witchcraft Crisis of 1692 "The
prosecution of Anne Hutchinson was a defining movement in early American history. Winship vividly describes
dramatic courtroom scenes, powerful personalities driven to the edges of their beliefs, and the relentless hounding of a
highly intelligent woman who thought she understood God's will."-Amanda Porterfield, author of Female Piety in New
England: The Emergence of Religious HumanismAbout the AuthorMichael P. Winship is professor of history at the
University of Georgia and author of Making Heretics: Militant Protestantism and Free Grace in Massachusetts, 1636-
1641 and Seers of God: Puritan Providentialism in the Restoration and Early Enlightenment.



