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Rhys L. Isaac : The Transformation of Virginia, 1740-1790  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Transformation of Virginia, 1740-1790: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating read on colonial VirginiaBy AthenaIsaac gets into the 
heads of colonial Virginians in an amazing way. He looks at everything that one might see or experience and examines 
it for its symbolic meaning. For example, one question is, "How did Virginians show social prestige through their 
architecture?" He looks at the typical lay out of people of different wealth and shows how the structures reflect social 
values. Very interesting.11 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Isaac uses an anthropological view to 
describe colonial VA.By A CustomerThrough a meticuless description of daily life in colonial Virginia, Isaac clearly 
illustrates the engines and motives that shaped present Virginia. Used as a tool the book is effective in explaining 
exactly what colonial Virginia was and how it assumed its present form. Read leisurely, the book is an engaging tale of 
the ends which produced America, including its psychological and political trends.

In this Pulitzer Prize-winning book, Rhys Isaac describes and analyzes the dramatic confrontationsprimarily religious 
and politicalthat transformed Virginia in the second half of the eighteenth century. Making use of the observational 
techniques of the cultural anthropologist, Isaac vividly recreates and painstakingly dissects a society in the turmoil of 
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profound inner change.


