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David La Vere : The Tuscarora War: Indians, Settlers, and the Fight for the Carolina Colonies  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Tuscarora War: Indians, 
Settlers, and the Fight for the Carolina Colonies: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The new "best" work on the subjectBy T. MagnusonINC Press, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1469610906


under David Perry's leadership has revised a number of North Carolina historic subjects much for the better: Kars' 
_Breaking Loose....._ retold the War of the Regulation, McIlvenna's _A Very Mutinous People....._ revised our view 
of the Albemarle Quakers, and now La Vere has given us a new and richer view of the Tuscarora War. In each case the 
authors, for the fist time, incorporated common people in their telling.In previous histories of their war the Tuscarora 
were essentially absent but for over-stated European memories of their slaughter. Last Vere has repaired that gap.This 
book is must reading for any study of colonial NC.from2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An excellent 
history of early North Carolina and the devastating Tuscarora WarBy Stephen ChayerThis is a great book that shows 
how the deadly mix of the Indian slave trade, the establishment and subsequent expansion of the settlement of New 
Bern by Swiss and German Palatines, and the unfair trading practices of the settlers with Indians, among other factors, 
led to the attack in 1711 by the Tuscarora and allied tribes under Chief Hancock. The book outlines the course of the 
war and the involvement of South Carolina troops under Captain James Moore, along with their Yamasee allies, who 
defeated the Tuscarora at their village of Neoheroka in 1713. This set the stage for the subsequent Yamassee War in 
South Carolina in 1715, when the Yamassee turned against the South Carolinians, fighting until 1717. As a companion 
volume, I strongly recommend The Indian Slave Trade: The Rise of the English Empire in the American South, 1670-
1717 by Alan Gallay.The Indian Slave Trade: The Rise of the English Empire in the American South, 1670-1717.3 of 
3 people found the following review helpful. Well written and researchedBy Clay EllisWell written, very good 
research for a topic that I am sure was hard to find information about. Well balanced with both settlers and Indian 
viewpoints. Interesting to find out that the settlers did not always have the upper hand over the Indians, that the settlers 
also did not cooperate with each other very well.

At dawn on September 22, 1711, more than 500 Tuscarora, Core, Neuse, Pamlico, Weetock, Machapunga, and Bear 
River Indian warriors swept down on the unsuspecting European settlers living along the Neuse and Pamlico Rivers of 
North Carolina. Over the following days, they destroyed hundreds of farms, killed at least 140 men, women, and 
children, and took about 40 captives. So began the Tuscarora War, North Carolina's bloodiest colonial war and surely 
one of its most brutal. In his gripping account, David La Vere examines the war through the lens of key players in the 
conflict, reveals the events that led to it, and traces its far-reaching consequences.La Vere details the innovative 
fortifications produced by the Tuscaroras, chronicles the colony's new practice of enslaving all captives and selling 
them out of country, and shows how both sides drew support from forces far outside the colony's borders. In these 
ways and others, La Vere concludes, this merciless war pointed a new direction in the development of the future state 
of North Carolina.

This book will be valuable to students of the colonial, military, and Native American history of the South.--The North 
Carolina Historical This beautifully written and accessible work represents the best current study of the Tuscarora 
War. . . . Highly recommended. All levels/libraries.--ChoiceA fascinating window into the complex world of colonial 
America.--Journal of American CultureLa Vere's strongest feature is his ability to bring to the surface the Indian voice, 
to where the reader is able to have a sense of the Indian perspective and the dilemmas they faced.--Southern 
HistorianWriting engagingly and accessibly, La Vere conveys a great amount of ethnohistorical detail to adult readers. 
This important work fills a significant niche in the literature on Colonial America.--Library Journal Starred La Vere 
has filled a vacuum by providing a monograph focused solely on the Tuscarora War....His in-depth account of the 
struggle between the Carolinas, Virginia, and the native tribes during the conflict will be a valuable resource for early 
Americanists, Native American historians, and students of military history.--Michigan War Studies A timely study of 
some of the central issues, conflicts, and personalities that helped reshape southeastern North America in the early 
eighteenth century.--Journal of Southern HistoryLa Vere's volume will become the place to go for those interested in 
learning about this little-studied but important war.--Journal of American HistoryEngaging and entertaining as well as 
scholarly, there are more than a few surprises in this account of diplomacy, politics, and war in colonial North 
Carolina.--Army HistoryLa Vere does a remarkable job of re-creating a vanished 300-year-old world. . . . [and] gives 
his narrative a human face and the force of tragedy.--Wilmington Star-News David LaVere has given us a long-needed 
history of the Tuscarora War, one grounded in documentary evidence, constructed around the lives of major 
characters, and written in a style so engaging that it will appeal not just to scholars but to anyone interested in early 
American history.--Theda Perdue,University of North Carolina at Chapel HillThis masterfully told story breaks new 
ground in our understanding of European-Indigenous conflict in the British North American colonies. La Vere brings 
the major participants to life as he explores why the war happened, how it unfolded, and its many consequences.--Paul 
Kelton, University of KansasFrom the Inside FlapAt dawn on September 22, 1711, more than 500 Tuscarora, Core, 
Neuse, Pamlico, Weetock, Machapunga, and Bear River Indian warriors swept down on the unsuspecting European 
settlers living along the Neuse and Pamlico Rivers of North Carolina. Over the following days, they destroyed 
hundreds of farms, killed at least 140 men, women, and children, and took about 40 captives. So began the Tuscarora 
War, North Carolina's bloodiest colonial war and surely one of its most brutal. In his gripping account, David La Vere 
examines the war through the lens of key players in the conflict, reveals the events that led to it, and traces its far-



reaching consequences. 


