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Jonathan Boyarin : The Unconverted Self: Jews, Indians, and the Identity of Christian Europe  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Unconverted Self: Jews, 
Indians, and the Identity of Christian Europe: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Large print edition is hard to readBy CustomerThis "Read How You 
Want" paperback edition is set in 16 point sans-serif type, which is awful to read. It seems you have to get the 
hardcover edition from UK for normal type. Returning this one.

Europe's formative encounter with its ''others'' is still widely assumed to have come with its discovery of the peoples of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1459605527


the New World. But, as Jonathan Boyarin argues, long before 1492 Christian Europe imagined itself in distinction to 
the Jewish difference within. The presence and image of Jews in Europe afforded the Christian majority a foil against 
which it could refine and maintain its own identity. In fundamental ways this experience, along with the ongoing 
contest between Christianity and Islam, shaped the rhetoric, attitudes, and policies of Christian colonizers in the New 
World. The Unconverted Self proposes that questions of difference inside Christian Europe not only are inseparable 
from the painful legacy of colonialism but also reveal Christian domination to be a fragile construct. Boyarin compares 
the Christian efforts aimed toward European Jews and toward indigenous peoples of the New World, bringing into 
focus the intersection of colonial expansion with the Inquisition and adding significant nuance to the entire question of 
the colonial encounter. Revealing the crucial tension between the Jews as ''others within'' and the Indians as ''others 
without,'' The Unconverted Self is a major reassessment of early modern European identity.

"This is an ambitious and intriguing attempt to trace the ongoing processes of European self-definition from the 
relationship to Jews in the later Middle Ages to the encounter with New World peoples in the early modern period." - 
Barbara Fuchs, University of Pennsylvania"About the AuthorJonathan Boyarin is the Leonard and Tobee Kaplan 
Distinguished Professor of Modern Jewish Thought in the Department of Religious Studies at the University of North 
Carolina, with adjunct appointments in the departments of Anthropology and Communications. He is the author, 
coauthor, or editor of a dozen books including Thinking in Jewish also published by the University of Chicago Press. 


