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Peter Firstbrook : The Voyage of the Matthew: John Cabot and the Discovery of North America  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Voyage of the Matthew: 
John Cabot and the Discovery of North America: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. John Cabot to N. America for England, 1497By GderfMore more 
than Cabot's voyages to N. America, the book relates career of Cabot to those of Columbus, Cortes and Pizarro. Others 
of interest are Alonso de la Hojeda and cartographer Juan de la Costa. The Treaty of Tordesillas precluded Cabot from 
following the Spanish South of Plymouth latitude. Conflict with the Hanseatic League was also a factor. Compared 
with Columbus' voyage, Cabot took the shorter but more violent route to Newfoundland and Labrador.Firstbrook cites 
Cabot as the first European to set foot on N. America although speculating on possible landings during explorations of 
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Greenland by the Irish St Brendon and the Viking, Erik the Red. There is small mention of Sir Humphry Gilbert 
landing on Newfoundland in 1483. The book includes navigation limitations imposed by climate change in the 
intervening centuries. Firstbrook cites interesting sources such as 16th century writer Richard Hakluyt and spy John 
Day who found a map attributed to Cabot's exploration.Cabot's son Sebastian engaged in self promotion, ignoring 
contribution of his father who has subsequently taken a backseat in history to the Spanish explorers. French historians 
give more credit to Jacques Cartier who discovered the St. Lawrence waterway in 1534.In 1996 a version of Cabot's 
flagship, the Matthew, built for a voyage featured on BBC, was patterned after the Mary Rose raised a few years 
previously. There is an appendix containing a chronology. Another, for the serious student, contains contemporary 
letters from historical archives in England, Italy and Spain. This well researched book is very enjoyable to read.9 of 9 
people found the following review helpful. Entertaining, Informative and EnlighteningBy A CustomerJohn Cabot and 
the Matthew are to Newfoundlanders and Canadians what Christopher Columbus and the Santa Maria are to 
Americans. When the modern replica of Giovanni Caboto's (Cabot's Italian name) caravel Matthew visited our shores 
in 1997 to celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the originals voyage, I was smitten! The fact that it was the 20th 
Century, and not the 15th, didn't detract from the realism of the reinactment of John Cabot's transatlantic crossing of 
1497. The modern crew battled north atlantic gales, encountered icebergs and vast fogbanks, much as had Cabot's 
crew of 500 years previous. On June 24th, 1997 amidst freezing temperatures and a howling gale, 500 years to the day 
after the original Matthew landed in Bonavista, the modern replica sailed out of a fog bank at landed at the very spot 
where Cabot reportedly first sighted land! After 53 days at sea in oftentimes trying conditions, the mostly novice crew, 
ranging in age from 20 years to 77, managed to sail their tiny replica ship from Bristol, England to Newfoundland and 
into the hearts of all Newfoundlanders. Fisrstbrook's book chronicles the birth of the idea for the recreation of Cabot's 
historic voyage through to the ships design and construction and her sea trials in 1996/97. Also, the book deals with 
the medeival world of late 15th century Europe that spawned such explorers as Columbus, Cabot and Corte Real as 
well as the historical facts surrounding Cabot's three voyages. Firstbrook also entertains the various theories dealing 
with Cabot's subsequent disappearance during his mysterious and ill-fated third voyage of 1498. For anyone interested 
in sailing ships, or history, or just an interesting read, this is an excellent book. The book is a companion to a BBC TV 
documentary which coincided with the Matthew replica's voyage in May/June of 1997. I haven't had the opportunity to 
see this series, as it has yet to be carried by local television unfortunately. For those who may tend towards the actual 
adventure of sailing a replica of a 15th century caravel across the stormy North Atlantic during one of the worst times 
of the year, I recommend "Bound Down for Newfoundland; the Diary of a Young Seaman Aboard the Matthew" by 
crewman Chris Legrow. You'll feel the stiff salt breeze reading this one!1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. excellentBy Estha PandoThe book was in excellent condition. My daughter and I used it for a report in school. 
It served our purpose well.

The story of John Cabot's voyage from Bristol to North America in "The Matthew", and of preparations for a 500th-
anniversary voyage in a full-sized replica ship in May 1997. The book is part historical detective work and part insight 
into life in the great age of discovery in the late-15th century.

With this year marking the five-hundredth anniversary of the voyage of explorer John Cabot to North America, 
signaling post-medieval Europe's discovery of the continent [see page 16], the author here uses maps, period artwork, 
and modern photography to recount not only what is known about the original 1497 voyage, but also the efforts to 
reconstruct Cabot's vessel the Matthew and to recreate authentically his Atlantic crossing. When Cabot stepped ashore 
on North American soil, the author states, he laid the foundation stone of English exploration and colonization. It is 
ironic that it should be an Italian who bears ultimate responsibility for North America becoming part of the English-
speaking world, but, as a result of Cabot's endeavours, the Matthew can claim to be the most important ship in the 
English language. --History.net 


