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Edmund Morris: Theodore Rex before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Theodore Rex:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A very interesting look at the Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt.By
RonThis second book in the series by Edmund Morris on the life of Theodore Roosevelt focuses on his two terms as
President of the United States. Roosevelt did not actually serve two terms as President, at |east not as we recon it
today. Hisfirst term wasin his ascension to the Presidency when William McKinley was assassinated only six months
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into his second term. TR thus was elected in his own right as President to only one term. Recognizing the custom that
a President only serve two terms in office, (the 22nd amendment limited the President to two terms had not been
enacted yet) TR vowed upon his election to President in his own right that he would not seek a second term. The fact
that he remained true to his word even though he was extremely popular and could have been reelected easily to a
second term is an indicator of the character of Theodore Roosevelt.Roosevelt was a political paradox. As a Republican
he favored a strong national defense and was responsible for modernizing and increasing the size of the United States
Navy. He aso strongly favored capitalism and was against any hints of socialism in any form, yet he was pivotal in
ushering out the era of laissez-faire economics and fought for stronger government regulation of business through the
new Interstate Commerce Act, of which he was amajor driving force. In direct opposition to Republican doctrine both
of his eraand today, he favored a much stronger centralized government.Above all, Roosevelt was both a man of
strong character and moral values, and he was a man of action.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Second volume of Morris seminal treatise on Theodore Roosevelt does not disappoint;By CustomerThis second
volume of Morris's three volume biography continues his attention to detail and delivers avery readable and enjoyable
history of Theodore Roosevelt's presidency years. Beginning with the aftermath of McKinley's assassination, the book
covers TR's completion of the term, his reelection in 1904 and the full term until March of 1909. One s struck by the
prodigious work of this amazing man, his political skills, and his particular relish for power. TR certainly was the
pacesetter for the 20th century accumulation of power by the executive branch which continues to this day. His use of
executive orders resembles the Obamayears. | was especially surprised by his diplomatic skills, which seem
inconsistent with his domestic tendency to ignore opposition sensibilities. Still, he brought to the international arena
the same ability to dominate the news agenda that he demonstrated so effectively at home. Histimidity in pursuing his
early attempts to address racial issues disappoints, but is probably the clearest example of how all political leaders tend
to suborn their best intentions to the vagaries of of politics. | am looking forward to the final volume, especially the
election of 1812 and the adventure on the "River of Doubt" in Brazil.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Unbiased view of one of our great presidentsBy NC actuaryln depth history of Teddy Roosevelt's presidency. | learned
much about him, and the reasons for what he did. The sportsman and love of the outdoors comes through very strong,
which explains why he established so many national parks. He was also unbiased in race relations, being the first
person to invite a black man (Booker T. Washington) to dinner at the White House. He also imposed hiswill on a
southern town that forced out their black postmaster. Roosevelt closed the town's post office "until a new postmaster
could be found" and forced the townspeople to go 30 miles for their mail. Not surpisingly, they relented. TR also got
into afist fight on his way to Washington DC after McKinley's assassination. Could you imagine that happening today?

Theodore Rex isthe storynever fully told beforeof Theodore Roosevelts two world-changing terms as President of the
United States. A hundred years before the catastrophe of September 11, 2001, TR succeeded to power in the aftermath
of an act of terrorism. Y oungest of al our chief executives, he rallied a stricken nation with his superhuman energy,
charm, and political skills. He proceeded to combat the problems of race and labor relations and trust control while
making the Panama Canal possible and winning the Nobel Peace Prize. But his most historic achievement remains his
creation of anational conservation policy, and his monument millions of acres of protected parks and forest. Theodore
Rex ends with TR leaving office, still only fifty years old, his future reputation secure as one of our greatest presidents.

.com In thislively biography, Edmund Morris returns to the gifted, energetic, and thoroughly controversial man whom
the novelist Henry James called "King Theodore." In his two terms as president of the United States, Roosevelt forged
an American empire, and he behaved asiif it was his destiny. In this sequel to his Pulitzer Prize-winning biography The
Rise of Theodore Roosevelt, Morris charts Roosevelt's accomplishments: the acquisition of the Panama Canal and the
Philippines, the creation of national parks and monuments, and more. "Collaring Capital and Labor in either hand,"”
Morris writes, Roosevelt made few friends, but he usually got what he wanted--and earned an enduring place in
history. Morris combines a fine command of the era's big issues with an appreciation for the daily minutiae involved in
governing anation. Less controversially inventive, but no less readable, than the Ronald Reagan biography Dutch,
Theodore Rex gives readers hew reason both to admire and fault an American phenomenon. --Gregory

McNameeFrom Publishers WeeklyThe second entry in Morris's projected three-volume life of Theodore Roosevelt
focuses on the presidential years 1901 through early 1909. Impeccably researched and beautifully composed, Morris's
book provides what is arguably the best consideration of Roosevelt's presidency ever penned. Making good use of
TR's private and presidential papers as well as the archives of such protgs as John Hay, William Howard Taft, Owen
Wister and John Burroughs Morris marshals arich array of carefully chosen and beautifully rendered vignettes to
create a dazzling portrait of the man (the youngest ever to hold the office of president). Morris proves the perfect guide
through TR's eight breathless, fertile yearsin the White House: years during which the doting father and prolific

author conserved millions of Western acres, swung his "big stick” at trusts and monopolies, advanced progressive
agendas on race and labor relations, fostered a revolution in Panama (where he sought to build his canal), won the
Nobel Peace Prize for mediating an end to the Russo-Japanese War and pushed through the Pure Food and Drug Act.



John Burroughs once wrote that the hypercreative TR "was a many sided man, and every side was like an electric
battery." In the end, Morris succeeds brilliantly at capturing all of TR's many energized sides, producing a book that is
every bit as complex, engaging and invigorating as the vibrant president it depicts. Illus. (On-sale: Nov. 20)Forecast:
Long-awaited, this volume comes out in the centennial of TR'srise to the presidency. Morris's gift for storytelling and
his outstanding reputation from volume one (and perhaps his notoriety for the controversial Reagan bio Dutch) should
guarantee large sales. Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalWhen Vice President
Theodore Roosevelt succeeded the nated William McKinley, his conservative critics feared a precipitous
presidency. But as shown by Morris's second volume on the "Bully" president, what emerged instead was a balanced
leader who deserves being ranked among Americas top five chief executives. There was universal praise for The Rise
of Theodore Roosevelt, the first volume of Morris's TR biography, which claimed both the Pulitzer Prize and the
American Book Award in 1980. After his controversial Dutch: A Biography of Ronald Reagan, Morrisreturnsto TR
and his traditional acclaimed method, which is stylistically eloquent and historically balanced. Morris shows how
Roosevelt adapted Abraham Lincoln's wartime presidency as his own model for transforming Americas domestic and
international agendas. His two major miscal culations were his premature announcement declining a second complete
term and the handling of the Brownsville Affair, when he gave dishonorable dischargesto all 167 men from three
black companies stationed near Brownsville, TX, when they refused to identify 12 members who had retaliated against
discriminatory practicesin the town. Morris excels at placing TR in the context of histime, showing how he
outmaneuvered powerful but ossified opponents from the Gilded Age and trumped isolationists by averting war, in the
process winning the first Nobel Peace Prize. He also set the standard for the Hyde Park Roosevelts, whose emulation
of his"accidental" presidency a generation later was perhaps his ultimate contribution to democracy. Essential for all
libraries. William D. Pederson, Louisiana State Univ., Shreveport Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.



