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James Jaccard PhD, Jacob Jacoby PhD : Theory Construction and Model-Building Skills: A Practical Guide 
for Social Scientists (Methodology in the Social Sciences)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Theory Construction and Model-Building Skills: A Practical Guide for Social 
Scientists (Methodology in the Social Sciences): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. GREAT for grad studentsBy glvr1It's great to finally have some 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1606233394


concrete guidelines to follow when constructing or evaluating a theory! Not the be-all end-all, but a wonderful guide 
to follow as long as you also look for other resources. I used this to help me pass my comprehensive exams, and will 
continue to use it in my theoretical publication articles.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
CustomerExcellent1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good bookBy JessicaI think this book is very 
useful if you are interested in learning more about theory building. It takes a mostly quantitative approach, but also has 
information on qualitative processes. It's nice because you can jump around the chapters and get the information you 
need. Very practical as well as theoretical so you can really know what to do instead of just getting information in the 
abstract.

Meeting a crucial need for graduate students and newly minted researchers, this innovative text provides hands-on 
tools for generating ideas and translating them into formal theories. It is illustrated with numerous practical examples 
drawn from multiple social science disciplines and research settings. The authors offer clear guidance for defining 
constructs, thinking through relationships and processes that link constructs, and deriving new theoretical models (or 
building on existing ones) based on those relationships. Step by step, they show readers how to use causal analysis, 
mathematical modeling, simulations, and grounded and emergent approaches to theory construction. A chapter on 
writing about theories contains invaluable advice on crafting effective papers and grant applications. Useful 
pedagogical features in every chapter include: *Application exercises and concept exercises. *Lists of key terms and 
engaging topical boxes. *Annotated suggestions for further reading.

"This much-needed book fills a gap in the social science literature. The text provides clear examples of how 
researchers and graduate students can formulate conceptual models, grapple with issues of measurement, and choose 
the most appropriate data-analytic methods for their conceptual frameworks. The authors have done an exceptional job 
of providing detailed instruction in the formulation and development of strong theories of behavior. Jaccard and 
Jacoby have written a high-quality, clear, and useful text. I highly recommend this text for graduate-level research 
courses and for applied researchers focused on the development of rigorous theoretical frameworks."--Vincent 
Guilamo-Ramos, PhD, LCSW, Columbia University School of Social Work 


