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Slavesin France": The Palitical Culture of Race and Slavery in the Ancien Rgime:

There Are No Slaves in France examines the paradoxical emergence of political antislavery and institutional racismin
the century prior to the French Revolution. Sue Peabody shows how the political culture of |ate Bourbon France
created ample opportunities for contestation over the meaning of freedom. Based on various archival sources, this
work will be of interest not only to historians of slavery and France, but to scholars interested in the emergence of
modern culture in the Atlantic world.

"[A] superb scholarly investigation of the so-called 'Freedom Principl€'...Strongly based on archival research, thiswell-
written study deserves wide readership.”--CHOICE"[G]rounded firmly in archival research and a comprehensive
survey of secondary material."--History" The book is a good example of the wealth of information that can be gleaned
from an examination of legal cases. Peabody's scholarly monograph is a welcome addition to what is still a narrow
shelf of books and articles about race and slavery in eighteenth-century France."--Journal of Interdisciplinary

History" Peabody has produced a solid piece of legal and social hostory...[T]hisis an impressively researched,
exhaustively documented book, a model of how to exploit archival and legal primary sources. It should prove to be the
definitive study of the slavery question in mainland France prior to the French Revolution."--American Historical
From the Back Cover"There Are No Slavesin France": The Political Culture of Race and Slavery in the Ancient
Regime examines the paradox of political antislavery and institutional racism in the century prior to the French
Revolution. Black slaves who came to France as domestic servants of colonial masters challenged their servitude in
courts. On the basis of the Freedom Principle, ajudicial maxim granting freedom to any slave who set foot in the
kingdom, hundreds of slaves won their freedom. Sue Peabody shows how the political culture of late Bourbon France
created ample opportunities for contestation over the meaning of freedom. Men of letters used the metaphor of slavery
to critique the supposed despotism of Louis XV and Louis XVI. In the second half of the century, courts and the
crown colluded to erect a series of laws prohibiting the entry of blacks into the metropolis. "There Are No Slavesin
France" shows how both antislavery and anti-black discourses emerged from the tension between France's reification
of liberty and its dependence on colonia slavery.About the AuthorSue Peabody is at Washington State University.



